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Overall View of the Malaysian Experience in the Islamic Banking

Dr. Abdullah Ibn Abdulaziz Al-Mu‘jel

Abstract:

Islamic Banking in Malaysia is fully supported by the Malaysian
Government in order to make Malaysia an international center for Islamic
finance. The efforts made include many steps such as Shari’a structure,
regulatory frameworks and necessary legislations. In addition, many initiatives
are taken in terms of establishing facilities and institutes «creating products and
providing necessary services to enhance the development of this sector .A dual
banking system which combines the Islamic and traditional banking is adopted
by taking into account the privacy that characterizes the Islamic banking system.
This led to promote the competition and improve the efficiency of the Islamic
banking system .In fact, depending on jurisprudential modes and independent
opinions which are not supported by the Figh Academies ¢decreased the
attractiveness of such industry and questioned the possibility of considering it as
a typical experience that reflects the core of Islamic banking despite the success
of the experience in many aspects .The availability of infrastructure and success
opportunities for that industry may lead it to be internationally discriminated .
Thus <ensuring more compliance with internationally acceptable standards of
Shari’a is required to set Malaysia as an international Islamic finance center.

Keywords: Islamic Finance, Malaysian Islamic Finance, Islamic Finance

Modes, Bay’ alinah, Bay’ aldayn.
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Financial Engineering and its Role in Risk Management in Islamic Banks
(With special reference to Islamic banksinJordan)

Dr. Hassan Mahmuod Muhammad Omari
College of Arts and Sciences in Tabarjal

Department of Business Administration, University of Al-Jouf

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the role of financial engineering in risk
management in Islamic banks. To achieve the objective of the study, a
questionnaire that consists of (29) items is designed and distributed to (3) areas
on the study sample which consists of (28) male and female employees working
in different branches of Islamic banks: (Islamic International Arab Bank and the
Jordan Islamic Bank for Investment and Finance) in the governorates of Amman
and Irbid. The sample is randomly selected from the population of the study.
After doing the necessary statistical processes, the results shows that there is a
significant relationship at the level of significance (o < 0.05) between applying
financial engineering and risk management in Islamic banks. In addition, there is
no difference in the views of the sample members regarding the relationship
between applying financial engineering and risk management in Islamic banks
due to the variables of (gender, age, academic qualification, and years of
experience).

Kevwords: financial engineering, risk management, Islamic banks.
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The Social and Psychological Stresses andNeeds of a Sample of Fathers and
Mothers of Mental DisabledChildren:A Cross-Cultural Differential Study

Dr. Sayed Ahmad Al-Wakeel
Associate Professor of Psychology Head of the Unit of Psychological Services
and the Laboratories of Psychology

Abstract:

This study aimsto know the nature of social and psychological stresses and
needs of fathers and mothers of mental disabled children in Egypt and Saudi
Arabia ,as well as the cross-cultural differences among these stresses and needs.
The study sample consisted of two samples :the Egyptian sample which consists
of (200) fathers and mothers of mental disabled children in Egypt ,and the Saudi
sample which consists of (200) fathers and mothers of mental disabled children
in Saudi Arabia. The results showsthe following:

I- There are statistically significant differences between Egyptian fathers and
mothers in psychological stresses.

2- There are statistically significant differences between Saudi fathers and
mothers in psychological stresses.

3- There are statistically significant differences between Egyptian fathers and
mothers in social and psychological needs.

4- There are statistically significant differences between Saudi fathers and
mothers in social and psychological needs.

5- There are statistically significant differences in psychological stresses
between Egyptian and Saudi fathers of mental disabled children.

6- There are statistically significantdifferences in psychological stresses
between Egyptian and Saudi mothers of mental disabled children.

7- There are statistically significant ditferences in psychological and social
needs between Egyptian and Saudi fathers of mental disabled children.

8- There are statistically significant differences in psychological and social
needs between Egyptian and Saudi mothers of mental disabled children.
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The Treatment of Saudi Newspapers of the Sports News:
An Analytical Study

Dr. Abdulmalik Ibn Abdulaziz Al-Shalhoob
Associate Professor, Department of Media, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the content and format of the treatment of Saudi
daily newspapers of the sports news and the nature of the treatment used by these
pages in presenting the issues and topics of sports. The researcher analyzes the
content of the sports pages in Riyadh, Okazh, Alwatan, and Alyaum newspapers,
from November 21, 2012 to April 17, 2013. The news article represents the unit
of analysis in this study.

The results of the study shows that there is a considerable interest in the
sports news by the newspapers under study. The results also indicates that the
interest of the sports pages in Saudi newspapers in the sports topics is weak. The
greatest interest in the treatment of sports news focuses on two issues, namely:
news of Saudi clubs and news of sports competitions. As shown by the results of
the analytical study, football is the most popular sport, on which sports pages in
the four newspapers focused, while the interest in the other sports is weak. The
study results also shows that the sports pages in Saudi newspapers deals with the
local sports news only and they used few of linear images and highlighting

elements.
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Item

Item Content

No.
1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to differential between similar ideas.
28. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I learn new concepts by expressing them in my own words.
29. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I can usually make a good guess even if [ am not sure about the answer.
30. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to organize the information I remember.
31. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
While reading, I look between and go beyond the lines.
32. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
* % %
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Item

Item Content

No.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to learn how to study for a course.
18 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
While studying, I try to answer questions I have in my mind.
19. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
I get good grades on essay tests.
20. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to remember a material for an exam.
21. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
While learning new concepts, their practical applications jump to my
. mind.
1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
It is not easy for me to find appropriate words to express my ideas.
23. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
I am usually able to set plans for solving problems.
24. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to answer questions requiring comparison between
55, concepts.
1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
Most of my teachers instruct us too fast.
26. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree
Strongly agree
27. I can usually get the deep meaning of educational films and readings.
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Item

Item Content

No.
I often memorize material I do not understand.

7. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to make conclusions out of what I read.

8. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
New concepts usually make me think of similar concepts.

9. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
When I read. I try to reach firm facts.

10. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I get good grades in research papers and reports.

11. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to set a plan for facing a difficult task.

12. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I learn new words and ideas by visualizing their practical contexts.

13. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
When I learn a unit, I usually summarize it in my own words.

14. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I read critically.

15. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I think a lot about things I have studied.

16. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree

17, I learn new words and ideas by relating them to words and ideas I know.

1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.

The Effects of Using the Reading Thinking Activity Model (RTAM) on Reading
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Appendix (2)
Inventory of Learning Processes Questionnaire (ILPQ)

Dear Student,

This questionnaire asks you questions regarding the way
you learn. There are no “right” or “wrong” answers to these
questions. With your help, the researcher is trying to find out the
ways in which students learn best. Please indicate the level of your

agreement or disagreement with each statement by circling the

appropriate number according to the following: 1 = strongly
disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = agree, 4 = strongly agree.

Item

No. Item Content
After reading a unit of material, I give it enough time of thinking.

1. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I ignore conflicts between the information obtained from different sources.

2. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I learn new ideas by relating them to similar ideas.

3. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
When I study something, I develop a way for later recalling it.

4. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I find it difficult to answer questions requiring critical thinking.

5. 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
I think fast.

6 1. Strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. Agree 4.
Strongly agree
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c. The entire bean.

5. Conching refers to the process of
a. Collecting shells.

b. Kneading chocolate.

C.

Winnowing cocoa.

6. Chocolate was initially a drink for what group of
Europeans?

a. The upper class.

b. The peasants.

c. Allsocial classes.

7. For texture, the most important stage in chocolate
making is

a.  Winnowing the cocoa beans.

b. Rolling the chocolate mass.

c. Conching the chocolate mass.

8. For smoothness, the most important stage in chocolate
making is

a. Conching the chocolate mass.

b. Winnowing the cocoa beans.

c. Roasting the cocoa beans.

9. What stage of the chocolate manufacture is a heavily
guarded secret?

a. The winnowing stage.

b. The packaging stage.

c. The conching stage.

10. A good title for this selection could be

a. A diabetic’s nightmare.

b. A Dieter’s Delight.

The Process of chocolate making.
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extracted and the mixture is refined, which involves passing it
through rollers until the proper particle size is reached. This
important step determines the texture of the chocolate.

The next step in the process is “conching” which is an
art that chocolatiers have disagreed about since chocolate was first
invented. This consists of kneading the chocolate over a shell or
conch-shaped roller, and of aeration and temperature treatment,
during which the product acquires a complete uniformity, and
creaminess. At this stage, the flavor is fully developed. The length
of the conching time and temperature is a secret of the chocolatier,
but it usually ten to twenty-four hours at 65° C for milk chocolate
and twenty-four to ninety-six hours at 75° C for dark chocolate.

Test Questions
What group of native Americans first used chocolate
The Aztecs.
The Incas.
The Navajo.
“Chocolatel” was an Aztec
Monument.
Beverage.
Ruler.
3. What is the different ingredient between dark and milk
chocolate?

o NMo o =

a. Sugar.

b. Milk.

c. Cocoa butter.

4. What part of the cocoa bean is the nib?
a. The shell.

b. The inside.
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Chocolate: Everyone’s Favorite Sweet

The Aztecs of Mexico are known to have made a
beverage from cocoa beans, honey, maize, vanilla, and spices
which they called “chocolatel”. On his fourth voyage to the
Americas in 1502, Columbus took cocoa beans back to Spain. The
Spanish improved the taste with the addition of sugar, and
chocolate eventually became a popular and expensive drink among
European aristocrats. In 1728, Dr. Joseph Fry constructed the first
chocolate factory, and one hundred years later the Dutchman Van
Houten patented a machine for pressing cocoa powder. This made
feasible modern dark chocolate which is solid chocolate made of
the ground cocoa bean, cocoa butter, and sugar. In the case of milk
chocolate, milk or dried milk is also an ingredient.

To make chocolate, a carefully blended selection of
beans are first cleaned and mixed. After cleaning, the beans are
roasted to bring out their full flavor; both the temperature and
length of roasting critically determine the flavor.

The next part of the process is winnowing the beans, where the
object is to separate the “nibs”, or inside of the bean from the shell
or husk. Various machines are designed for this, some of which
will extract a greater proportion of the nibs. After the nibs have
been broken into small fragments, they are ground into a soft mass
from which all chocolate products are made.

The chocolate mass is then mixed with fine sugar and
additional cocoa butter; the later is produced by pressing some of
the cocoa mass, leaving cocoa cake as a residue which is
manufactured into cocoa powder. In the case of milk chocolate,

milk is also added at this time. Excess acids and moisture are

The Effects of Using the Reading Thinking Activity Model (RTAM) on Reading
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c.
S.

Mice.
The bronchus and uterus can be protected against

cancer with

o

o 2o o e T

*®

lodized salt.

Vitamin A.

Potassium.

According to the author, some cancer cells are

Much larger than normal cells.

Unable to manufacture asparagine.

Usually killed with vitamins.

Latest cancer research shows that

Humans can contact cancer from animals.

Reducing food intake decreases the possibility of cancer.
Mouth cancer may be caused by vitamin deficiencies.

A study of insurance policy holders who developed

cancer showed that

Cancer and excessive weight are related.

Cancer victims buy the most expensive policies.

No relationship exists between cancer and virus infection.
The author has no faith in

Doctors who treat cancer with radiation.

Diets that allegedly prevent cancer.

Researchers who subject animals to dangerous drugs.

. The article suggests that cancer cells

Are really dead cells.
Feed on neighboring cells.

Survive under the same conditions as normal cells.
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higher occurrence of cancers among those who were overweight at
the time of their insurance examination than among those of normal
or below-average weight. However, more recent studies seem to
indicate that there is no general increase in cancer related to excess
weight in man.

Vitamins, minerals, and salts can modify the development
and growth of certain specific cancers in animals. For instance,
several investigators have reported a protective effect against
cancers of the bronchus and uterus in experimental animals when
vitamin A was administered. There is some evidence that vitamin
deficiency in man plays a role in the occurrence of cancers of the
oral cavity and the esophagus. If such deficiency exists, it is
probably only one of a number of factors to be considered.

Test Questions
. Body cells are strengthened by
Carbohydrates.
Fats.
Proteins.

Asparagine is described as

An anti-cancer drug.

An amino acid.

A natural hormone.

Leukemic cells require asparagine for:
Growth.

Division.

Resiliency.

A Chicago investigator experimented with cancer in
Rabbits.

Guinea pigs.

T B RO TR WO TE NO T =
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Appendix (1)

Reading Comprehension Achievement Test

Cancer and Nutrition

Because cell energy and essential cellular building blocks are
derived from food, some cancer researchers have turned to a study
of nutrition. The main sources of energy are carbohydrates and
fats. Proteins are necessary not only as energy sources, but as cell
building blocks. In addition to these major diet components, the
body requires minerals, salts, and vitamins. There is no diet known
to prevent cancer in man. And treatment of cancer by diet alone is
not accepted by most doctors.

In general, both normal and cancer cells have the same
nutrient requirements. However, one amino acid, asparagine, is
manufactured in large quantities in normal cells but is not
synthesized or produced by some cancer cells. Thus, such cells
must obtain asparagine has been used to inhibit some tumors in
animals by destroying the asparagine in their food supply. It is also
useful in certain patients with acute leukemia, whose leukemia cells
require asparagine for growth. However, there are more direct
ways in which nutrition affects the development of cancers. A
Chicago investigator showed that by cutting the food intake of mice
by one-third, at which level the animals were quite healthy, but not
so fat, the occurrence of breast cancers was reduced by 50%. Such
changes in diet as those that produce severe weight loss in
laboratory animals also affect tumor growth. However, cancers
continue to grow under a variety of dietary conditions, including
starvation.

At the time these laboratory experiments were being

performed, a study of insurance policy holders also indicated a
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thorough integration of new information with pre-existing
knowledge.

3. To ensure effective use of this and similar models of
instruction, teachers should be trained in the use of the RTAM and

similar strategies for teaching reading.
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important conclusion that can be drawn from the results of the
present study is that not only the instructional strategies of the
RTAM can be effective, but also that they interact with the learners
cognitive style. In particular the RTAM seems to have greatest
effect for inferential learning for students with elaborative-
processing style. This supports the conclusions of the initial
analysis in this report that processes of reading that involve
analysis and mechanisms to interact with pre-existing knowledge
and mental processes are important and that the way this is

managed interacts with readers learning style.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The core objective of the present research is to investigate
the impact of the RTAM on Saudi EFL Preparatory Year students’
reading comprehension. The study concluded that this model is an
effective instructional model that enhances the students’ literal and
inferential reading comprehension achievements, particularly at the
inferential level of reading comprehension among the elaborative-
processing students.

Based on the results of the present study, the study proposes
the following recommendations:

1. Further research should be conducted to investigate the
impact of the RTAM on developing the English reading
comprehension level of EFL students in other settings to ensure the
conclusions reached apply to other students.

2. The RTAM should be used and refined over time with
experience documented and results compared with other methods

for teaching reading comprehension teaching strategies to ensure
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DISCUSSION

The findings of the study clearly illustrated that the RTAM
does have a positive impact on the Preparatory Year students’
literal and inferential reading comprehension achievements
compared to the traditional method. Furthermore, the findings
showed higher scores in the literal and inferential reading
comprehension parts for the elaborative processing students than
the deep processing students. The results demonstrated that the
inferential reading comprehension achievement for the same
group—the elaborative-processing students—was higher than their
achievement in the literal reading comprehension section. Lastly,
the results manifested that the students’ literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements were positively influenced by
the interaction between the RTAM and the students’ preferred
learning styles particularly within the experimental group where the
elaborative-processing students exhibited better achievement than
the deep-processing students, and their inferential reading
comprehension achievement was higher than their literal reading
comprehension achievement.

The differences between the groups in the overall reading
comprehension achievement tests and in most of the tests of
interactive relationships were significant at (P < .05), and the
difference was in favor of the experimental group. And can be
attributed to the teaching and instructional method utilized. The
control students were taught according to the traditional method,
and their lessons were administered according to explicit
instructional strategies that they practiced on a daily basis. On the
other hand, the experimental students were instructed in a different

manner following the cognitive processing involved in RTAM. An
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Multivariate Tests
Source -
Wilks F Sig.
Literal 92.34 92.34 5.93 .03
Inferential 947.4 947.4 42.8 .002
Literal 387.1 387.1 214 .002
Inferential 124.6 124.6 5.7 .031

The results of the two-way MANOVA are shown in Table 5
above, and they reveal statistically significant differences among
the EFL Preparatory Year students’ literal and inferential reading
comprehension achievements that can be attributed to the
interaction between the teaching method and the subjects’ preferred
learning styles. Similarly, these differences were significant in
terms of both the literal reading comprehension achievement and
the inferential reading comprehension achievement. The results
also indicate that the literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievements of the RTAM—Elaborative Processing group were
higher than the corresponding results of the group that were taught
in the traditional method. Likewise, the figures clearly reveal that
the inferential reading comprehension achievement for the
RTAM—Deep Processing group was higher than that of those
using the traditional method; however, the opposite was true for the
literal reading comprehension achievement, as it was slightly
higher for the Traditional Method—Deep Processing group
compared to the RTAM group. Finally, the literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements of the elaborative processors
in the experimental and control groups were higher than those of

the deep processors.
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elaborative style learners taught by RTAM compared with those
with the same learning styles taught by traditional methodology.

A Two-Way MANOVA was carried out to investigate
the significance of the difference between the experimental and
control groups on the literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievement post-test scores. The results of this test are represented
in Table 5, and they indicate that there were statistically significant
differences in these literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievements. With the one exception noted above the differences
were significantly in favor of the experimental group that was
taught by the RTAM.

Table 5
Two-Way MANOVA for the Literal and Inferential Reading

Comprehension  Scores, According to the Teaching Method,

Learning Style, and Their Interaction

Multivariate Tests
Source
Wilks F Sig.
Teaching
.36 94.3 .001
Method
Learning Style .68 24 .01
Interaction .82 13.9 .01
Univariate Tests
Variable
Sum Mean F Sig.
Literal 180.2 180.2 11.5 .004
Inferential 3966.8 3966.8 175.3 .001
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Table 4

The Means and Standard Deviations for the Literal and
Inferential Reading Comprehension Achievements Post-Test
Scores, According to the Teaching Method, Learning Style, and

Their Interaction

Traditional
Teaching Method RTAM Total
Method
Liter | Inferent | Liter | Inferent | Liter | Inferent
Variable
al ial al ial al ial
Mea | 31.9 329 349
35 2431 30.52
Deep n 7 5 8
Learning SD | 5.63 5.65 3.52 5.64 5.13 6.25
Style Mea | 38.3 30.8 36.9
Elaborat 4522 28.87 37.33
n 3 3 7
ive
SD | 3.09 3.95 4.79 5.1 6.35 6.7
358 32.8 34.0
Mean 41 27.38 33.9
Total 6 3 2
SD 5.79 6.94 4.99 6.47 54 6.66

This table shows a number of relationships between learning
style and teaching methodology that could have important
implications for strategies to enhance reading comprehension. The
use of RTAM methodology appears to have no impact on literal
questions for students with deep learning styles but a substantial
effect on these questions for elaborative learners. However the
most significant relationships are for inferential questions where
there is a difference of 10.29 for deep learning style students and

16.35 between the mean scores of 45.22 on inferential questions for
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inferential reading comprehension achievements that can be
attributed to the interaction between the teaching method and their
learning styles?” The means and standard deviations were
calculated for the interaction groups on the literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements post-test scores in order to
answer this question. Table 4 shows the means and standard
deviations as follows: the mean for the RTAM-deep processors
group on the literal reading comprehension achievement was 31.97,
with a standard deviation of 5.63; the mean for the same group on
the inferential reading comprehension achievement was 35, with a
standard deviation of 5.65. The mean for the RTAM—elaborative
processors group on the literal reading comprehension achievement
was 38.33, with a standard deviation of 3.09, and the mean for the
same group on the inferential reading comprehension achievement
was 45.22, with a standard deviation of 3.95. Along the same lines,
the table presents the means and standard deviations of the literal
and inferential reading comprehension achievements for the
following two groups: Traditional Method—Deep Processors and

Traditional Method—Elaborative Processors.
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was 30.52, with a standard deviation of 6.25. Furthermore, the
mean for the elaborative processors on the literal reading
comprehension achievement was 36.97, with a standard deviation
of 6.35; however, the mean for the same processors on the
inferential reading comprehension achievement was 37.33, with a
standard deviation of 6.70.

Table 3
Mean Scores and Standard Deviations for Students with Deep

Processing or Elaborative Learning Styles on Literal and Inferential

Questions
Learning Style Literal Questions Inferential Questions
Deep Processing Mean 34.98 30.52
Standard 5.13 6.25
Deviation
Elaborative Mean 36.97 37.33
Standard 6.35 6.70
Deviation

These figures indicate that students with elaborative learning
style performed significantly better than those with deep learning
style on both literal and inferential questions. However, the
difference for literal questions was relatively minor and was much
more substantial for inferential questions.

The results of the two-way MANOVA indicate that there were
statistically significant differences among the EFL Preparatory
Year students’ literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievements.

The third question was: “Are there any statistically significant

differences among the EFL Preparatory Year students’ literal and

The Effects of Using the Reading Thinking Activity Model (RTAM) on Reading
Comprehension: A Case Study of the Preparatory Year Students at IMISU, Saudi Arabia
Dr. Majed Alharbi



the same group on the

inferential reading comprehension

achievement was 27.38, with a standard deviation of 6.47.

Table 2

Mean Scores and Standard Deviations for Students Using
RTAM Strategies or Traditional Reading Methodology on Literal

or Inferential Questions

RTAM Traditional

Literal Inferential Literal Inferential
Mean Score 35.86 41.0 32.83 27.38
Standard 5.79 6.94 4.99 6.47
Deviation

These figures show relatively minor differences for the literal
questions between the two groups but much more substantial
The difference for the

inferential questions was statistically significant both within the

differences for the inferential questions.

RTAM group and between that group and students taught by
traditional methods.

The second research question was: “Are there any statistically
significant differences between the students’ literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements that can be accounted for by
their learning styles? (deep processing or elaborative processing)?
The answer to this question necessitated calculating the means and
standard deviations of the scores of the deep- and elaborative-
processing on the literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievement tests. As shown in Table 3, the mean for the deep
processors on the literal reading comprehension achievement was
34.98, with a standard deviation of 5.13; the mean for the same

processors on the inferential reading comprehension achievement
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To administer the test students were asked to read each of the
passages and then to answer the questions about that passage
without referring back to the document. Consequently the test was
a measure of recollection and comprehension following a single

timed reading.

DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

The data analysis involved comparisons of mean scores for
the different groups with different learning styles and taught by
different methodology. Assessment of statistical significance of
differences found was undertaken through the Two-Way
MANOVA statistical procedure to examine the influence of the
RTAM and the learning style on the students’ literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements.

The first research question was: “Are there any statistically
significant differences among EFL Saudi Preparatory Year
students’ literal and inferential reading comprehension
achievements that can be attributed to the teaching method used”.
To answer this question, the means and standard deviations for the
experimental and control groups on the literal and inferential
reading comprehension achievements post-test scores were
calculated. Table 2 shows that the mean for the experimental group
on the literal reading comprehension achievement was 35.86, with
a standard deviation of 5.79, whereas the mean for the same group
on the inferential reading comprehension achievement was 41, with
a standard deviation of 6.94. On the other hand, the mean for the
control group on the literal reading comprehension achievement

was 32.83, with a standard deviation of 4.99, whereas the mean for
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The Reading Test:

The reading test adopted for the study to assess reading
comprehension consisted of a timed readings series, as validated
and published by Spargo (1989).

The test involved two 400-word expository passages:
“Cancer and Nutrition” and “Chocolate: Everyone’s Favorite
Sweet.” Both reading texts were appropriate for the EFL Saudi
Preparatory Year students and compatible with the required reading
passages in their English curricula.

There were 10 questions asked about each of the two passages,
five literal questions (1, 2, 3, 4, and 5) and five inferential questions
(6,7,8,9, and 10). Each question was assigned 5 points so that the
two sets of five literal questions and the two sets of inferential

questions gave a maximum score of 50 for each type of questions.

The reading texts and the questions used were evaluated by
9 experts in the fields of language instruction, measurement, and
evaluation to judge their validity and appropriateness for the EFL
Saudi Preparatory Year students as a measure of literal and
inferential reading comprehension. Those experts endorsed the
reading material and the questions as a valid measure of reading
comprehension. A pilot study was conducted in which the test was
given to a sample of 40 other EFL Saudi students in the Preparatory
Year to identify how much time was required. For those students
the time required was 50 minutes, and the Chronbach’s alpha
reliability coefficient applied to the pilot study test results
according to the split-half method gave a result of 89 indicating
appropriate validity and reliability of the test.
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(1 = strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = agree, and 4 = strongly
agree). The negative items (2, 5, 7, 8, 12, 18, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, and
31) of the ILPQ were given a reverse score. The score of the deep-
processing scale or the elaborative-processing scale was the sum of
the points on that scale. Thus, the minimum score on the deep-
processing scale was 18, and the maximum score on the same scale
was 72, whereas the minimum score on the elaborative-processing
scale was 14, and the maximum score on the same scale was 56.
Therefore, the study subjects’ preferred learning styles were
identified in light of their higher percentage score on any of the two
scales of the ILPQ. Each sample group was subdivided into two
equal sub groups according to the student’s preferred learning style
as indicated on the ILPQ. Any subject that gained equal scores on
the deep-processing scale, and the elaborative-processing scale,

was excluded from the study.

Table 1

The Distribution of the Sample of Students with Deep or
Elaborative Learning Styles to be Taught Through Each

Methodology.
Learning Style Teaching Method Total
Traditional RTAM
Method
Deep 25 25 50
Elaborative 28 27 55
Total 53 52 105
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Population and Sample of the Study

The participants were 105 randomly selected EFL Saudi
Preparatory Year students at IMISU in the academic year 2012-
2013. The students were randomly divided into two groups: the
experimental group, which was taught by the RTAM, and the
control group, which was taught by the traditional method. Table
(1) shows the distribution of the study sample classified in terms of
the teaching method and learning style.

The second instrument of the test was the Inventory of Learning
Processes Questionnaire (ILPQ) (Al-Hijawi, 1998). This instrument
is concerned with the subjects’ preferred learning styles.

The ILPQ consists of 32 items centered on two scales: (1)
the deep-processing style; and (2) the elaborative-processing style.
The first scale, the deep-processing style, involves 18 items (2, 5, 6,
7, 8, 11, 12, 15, 18, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, and 31) with
Cronbach’s Alpha reliability coefficient of 0.87. This scale is
designed to measure elements of the students’ learning styles, such
as critical thinking, conceptual organization, and comparing
information. The second scale, the elaborative processing scale,
involves 14 items (1, 3, 4, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 22, 24, 29, and
32) with Cronbach’s Alpha reliability coefficient of 0.82. This
scale explores some of the students’ preferred strategies, such as
translating new information into their own terminology, eliciting
concrete examples from their own experiences, applying new
information to their own lives, and using visual images to grasp
new ideas.

The study subjects were required to respond to each item of

the ILPQ by choosing the answers from the four-point Likert scale:
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2. The teacher previews a selection from textbook and asks
students to:

a. Read the selected reading passage title and headings.

b. Predict what their reading content will be about.

3. The teacher then records the students’ predictions made
from the reading title on the Smart Board and asks students to
remember their predictions.

4. The teacher asks students to preview the reading passage
through using headings, sub-headings, pictures, and bold words.

5. The teacher encourages students to prepare questions or
predictions that they believe will be answered while reading. If the
students are using this model for the first time the teacher will
provide examples to assist in this task.

6. The teacher asks the students to find and read the paragraph
from the passage that develops the concepts discovered in the
questioning or prediction making activity.

7. The teacher discusses with the students their responses after
reading the paragraph to the questions or predictions they had
made.

8. The teacher continues the questioning/prediction making
strategy with additional selected reading passages. As this is done
the teacher encourages the students to interpret the information and
support their inferential reading comprehension.

9. The teacher monitors the students’ progress by holding
small discussion groups that can be integrated throughout the
lesson.

10. The teacher reviews the predictions and discussions with
the students to make sure that they have an accurate understanding
of the text.
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given to pronunciation and to translation, but there is little
consideration of links between students existing knowledge and the
new material.

Reading Thinking Activity Model (RTAM)

RTAM consists of a four-stage teaching procedure that teachers
can adopt in teaching reading. This procedure has four specific
instructional stages: identifying goals, monitoring the reader’s
adjustment of reading speed suitable for the material and the
learners’ purposes, diagnosing any difficulties to help students
overcome them, and promoting understanding. Those stages pass
through steps that specify the roles of both teachers and students
(Oczkus, 2003; Campion, 1987; Stauffer, 1969; Bartlett, 1932).
RTAM encourages readers to engage actively in a three-step
comprehension cycle.

1. Sample the text.

2. Make predictions.

3. Sample the text to confirm or correct previous predictions.

Experimental Activity Period

Instructors for the experimental and control groups were
thoroughly briefed on the teaching strategies used in the study.
Following that briefing the experimental group was taught through
the RTAM processes and the control group by the traditional
processes for a period of one month before the comprehensive tests
were carried out.

Detailed procedures used for the experimental group were
followed to implement the

three step cycle for the RTAM strategy described above.

1. The teacher states the reading comprehensive objectives.
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

This study was centered around three basic terms:

1. Learning style is an information processing style classified
into either a deep processing or an elaborative processing style. In
the current study, each student is considered to be either a deep
processor or an elaborative processor, depending on whether he
scores higher on the deep processing or elaborative processing
scale of the Inventory of Learning Processes Questionnaire.

2. Inferential Reading Comprehension Achievement refers to
the understanding of the implicit and indirect information presented
in English written texts, including recognizing cause-effect
relationships, identifying implicit ideas, determining authors’
purposes and themes, making predictions, and drawing
conclusions. This ability is determined by the student’s score in the
inferential questions on the reading tests used in the study.

3. Literal Reading Comprehension Achievement is the
understanding of the explicit information in English-written texts,
such as the main ideas, secondary ideas, and supporting details
(facts, examples, names, events, places, dates, and so forth). The
student’s score in the literal questions on the Reading
Comprehension Achievement Test is considered to be an indicator

of this achievement.

TEACHING STRATEGIES

Traditional Teaching Model

The control group in this study was exposed to common
processes used by instructors in programs for English as a foreign
language in which key terms are defined, the instructor and

students read material and meaning is discussed. Major attention is
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in this study and have important implications for other Saudi

teachers who teach reading comprehension.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The problem addressed in this study was to investigate the
effect of systematic instruction in RTAM for students with
different learning styles at IMISU. The students were enrolled in
classes for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) in the Preparatory
Year. The effects of the teaching model were considered for all
students and for those with Deep Processing and Elaborative
learning styles, with consideration given to both literal and
inferential reading comprehension. This was done to consider
possible interactive effects for those with different learning styles
for both direct and inferential learning.

The study addressed the following research questions:

1- Are there any statistically significant differences between
EFL Saudi Preparatory Year students’ literal and inferential reading
comprehension achievements that can be attributed to the teaching
strategies involved in RTAM compared with traditional EFL
teaching methods?

2- Are there any statistically significant differences between
EFL Saudi Preparatory Year students’ literal and inferential reading
comprehension achievements that can be accounted for by their
learning styles, i.e. deep processing or elaborative processing?

3- Are there any statistically significant differences between
EFL Saudi Preparatory Year students’ literal and inferential reading
comprehension attributable to interaction between the teaching

method used and the students’ learning styles?
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Variations between students in cognitive style are expected to
affect the level of understanding that they achieve and the extent to
which they focus on explicit statements of specific information or
inferences and interpretations that may or may not have been
intended by a writer.

While these processes are interrelated and interactive, the
immediate goal in reading and the processes exercised by the
reader are likely to be affected by both the reader’s cognitive style
and by training in processes for studying text material.

An extensive body of research has been carried out by a number
of researchers to identify learning styles and their impact on
comprehension and learning, and to develop instruments that can
be used to categorize the learning style of individual readers (eg.
Schmeck et al (1977), Schmeck, (1982),Weinstein et al, (1988).

Following a review of the above material, this study has used
the Inventory of Learning Processes Questionnaire (ILPQ)
developed by Al-Hijawi (1998) to identify styles used by subjects
in this study, classifying them as using Deep Processing or

Elaborative Styles.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of the current study is twofold. First, the results
should improve the effectiveness of instruction and students’
capacity for reading comprehension. In addition, the study should
assist the instructors in meeting their desire to find the most
effective models for improving students reading comprehension.
The findings on the use of the RTAM, and the experience in the

use of those techniques are important for the teachers who took part
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activity in the reading classroom. Recent research indicates that
readers’ becoming more aware of what they do when they read and
becoming conscious of their own reading processes is a powerful
tool for improving reading efficiency (Tancock, 1994). To become
better readers, students need to become aware of how they read and
what they could do to improve their comprehension.

Reading comprehension models in which teachers and students
collaborate in an active, on-going pursuit of meaning are effective.
Traditional classroom practice in which students may read aloud or
privately but without discussion of strategies for enhancing
comprehension do not supply students with the necessary reading
comprehension skills. However instructional models that explicitly
present reading skills and strategies and involve students in some
tasks where they practice these skills have generally been found to
be beneficial to reading comprehension (Almanza, 1997; Richeck,
1987).

There is a further element that needs to be considered in
arguing for explicit attention in classrooms to processes for
deriving meaning and enhancing comprehension. The key to
effective comprehension is establishing links between existing
knowledge and new information. However there is extensive
research on differences in cognitive style between learners and the
process of developing linkages is likely to be affected by the
different cognitive styles of different students. A preliminary step
that teachers should undertake is to identify their students’ learning
styles and strategies and in classroom discussions these variations
should be considered. This will help individual students to employ

the most effective reading models for themselves.
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structure. Comprehension crucially depends on that individual’s
having acquired a body of information on the subject dealt with in
the new information—that is, an adequate amount of background
information (Santa, 2000: 4-5).

Comprehension is the main goal of the reading process.
For comprehension to be constructive, active, and of value, it must
involve interaction between reader and text (Allen, 2003; Stuaffer,
1969). Readers should become aware of themselves as readers,
including their reading skills and strategies, their assumptions
about a text, their participation in the interaction between the text
and themselves, and new information or ideas that they may never
have considered before. Self-reflection is central to learning. It is a
first step to individuals becoming more conscious and aware of
themselves as readers and learners.

Comprehension is a process based on constructing meaning and
requires active involvement as readers integrate and organize
information from text and connect it with what they already know.
Good readers can integrate and organize information, and have
developed reading strategies to comprehend and learn, while poor
readers may experience problems with prior knowledge or have
difficulty with cognitive skills involved in integrating and
organizing information. They may also lack knowledge about
reading strategies or be unaware of techniques they could adopt to
improve comprehension of new material.

Because the reading process is an individual process that takes
place inside the reader’s mind, moving it into the public arena of
the classroom in order to monitor, analyze, discuss, and modify can
be difficult. For this reason, public discussion about reading and

study processes is being increasingly recognized as an important
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INTRODUCTION

Preparatory year studies at Al Imam Mohammed Ibn Saud
Islamic University (IMSIU) are designed to provide students with
the skills and abilities needed for successful completion of their
university program. Preparation in English is particularly important
for students entering programs that will be taught in this language,
with reading comprehension being one of the most important skills
that they will need.

There is an extensive body of literature dealing with processes
involved in effective reading for comprehension. However
teaching methodology does not always comply with the
conclusions of that research. This study investigates the effects on
reading comprehension of the Reading Thinking Activity Model
(RTAM) compared with results of traditional modes of teaching.
The investigation compares the results for direct and inferential

learning for students with different learning styles.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Research conducted over the past 25 years has contributed
different beliefs about reading processes and has led to new
theories about what is involved and how comprehension can be
enhanced.

Reading comprehension is not fundamentally different
from other kinds of comprehension. The mental tasks involved are
common to other human cognitive activity. Comprehension of any
kind depends on interaction with what we already know, which is
embedded in cognitive structure (Alderson, 2000; Santa, 2000). To
understand new information from a page of script, we must

interpret it through relationships with our existing cognitive
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The Effects of Using the Reading Thinking Activity Model (RTAM) on
Reading Comprehension: A Case Study of the Preparatory Year Students at
IMISU, Saudi Arabia

Dr. Majed Alharbi
King Saud University
College of Languages and Translation

Abstract:

This study addressed the effects of the Reading, Thinking, Activity Model
(RTAM) on English language reading comprehension among 105 Saudi students
studying English as a foreign language in the Preparatory Year Program at Al
Imam Mohammed Ibn Saud Islamic University (IMISU). Two levels of
comprehension were considered, literal comprehension relating to explicit
information intended to be presented by an author, and inferential
comprehension relating to implicit and indirect information derived from
analysis and interpretation of what was written. The effects were examined for
students with Deep Processing and Elaborative learning styles to consider the
effects on literal and inferential comprehension for students with these differing
learning styles. The findings indicated that the RTAM positively affected reading
comprehension when compared with traditional language teaching methodology
and there were significant differences for literal and inferential comprehension,
and for students with deep or elaborative learning styles. For students with deep
learning style there was no significant difference in literal comprehension but the
RTAM method led to improvement in inferential comprehension. For students
with elaborative learning style there was significant improvement in both literal
and inferential comprehension. The greatest impact of the RTAM method was

for inferential comprehension for students with elaborative learning style.
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aim at helping them overcome their difficulties and consequently,
improve their overall performance in reading and writing.

10. Supportive feedback should be offered throughout
processes of reading and writing, not only to help students identify
their weaknesses and ways of overcoming them but also to
capitalize on their strengths and consequently increase their
motivation and involvement in reading and writing lessons.
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between students, both in language and in more general terms. As
Linder (1991: 68) puts it: “collaborative undertakings of such a
group can enhance (teachers') insights and understandings,
acceptance and appreciation of differences (which contribute)
toward enriching the group experience”.

5. This in-service training program highlights the benefit for
personal development of self-directed work in a social context of
critical dialogue and personal support. This goes in accordance
with (Newell, 1996) who asserts the impossibility of abstracting a
teacher's development from his/her context.

6. Teachers are recommended to adopt interactive,
communicative strategies and techniques for teaching reading and
writing. Students should also be offered enough opportunities to
practice reading and writing on a daily basis for authentic purposes
(i.e., to describe, narrate, apologize, invite, congratulate, and so on)
in our EFL classes, paying attention to the fact that reading and
writing are developmental skills that improve gradually the more
students read and write and as their linguistic proficiency level
develops as a whole.

7. Students should be aware of the criteria according to which
their reading and writing are evaluated in order to work hard to
meet these criteria.

8. Students should become the centre of the learning process
and should share more responsibilities in their learning. As such,
they can become more independent and more involved in processes
of reading and writing. This entails a necessary change in the
teacher’s role from an authority figure to a facilitator, discussion
organizer, helper and language adviser.

9. Students’ common errors in reading and writing should be
surveyed, discussed and remedied through different exercises that
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were discussed. In addition, possible suggestions for improvement
were offered throughout the writing process. In addition, making
students aware of the criteria according to which their reading and
writing were evaluated right from the very beginning of the
treatment enabled them to identify their weaknesses and strengths,
and as a result work hard to meet these criteria. Finally, ensuring a
friendly, risk-free, supportive language learning environment in
which students’ errors in writing were considered as a natural part
of learning process helped students feel relaxed and become
motivated and involved in the writing tasks. All these factors were
reflected in the gradual improvement of students’ performance in
reading and writing during the implementation of the program and
in their significant improvement at the end of the program.

Implications

1. In-service teachers’ personal theories (about themselves as
teachers and about the nature of classrooms) develop in a complex,
evolutionary manner in response to incidents and experiences in
working life.

2. Effective in-service teacher training programs require the
systematic and concerted integration of activities which focus on
all dimensions of teacher learning.

3. It is possible to meet both training and development needs
by providing input on classroom strategies while offering teachers
self-direction, choice and opportunities for reflection.

4. In-service teachers’ personal theories change as they are
either confirmed or challenged by the reactions of others. There
cannot be a separation between teachers' experiences in their own
learning, and their approach to their students’ learning. In this case,
the experience of communication and collaboration between
teachers enhances their appreciation of the value of communication
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Furthermore, they offered students a range of vocabulary to be used
later on in their writing. Besides, the students were able to collect
necessary ideas and information for writing through reading the
passages.

In addition, reading and writing skills were taught and practiced
indirectly in the context of the writing process in which language
skills were integrated in a natural and supportive way. Thus, the
students practiced reading before writing as a pre-writing activity,
during writing in the revising and editing stages, and after writing
in the publishing stage. Moreover, the students talked about their
writing and listened to others’ writing throughout the writing
process. Furthermore, students’ writing skills were stressed and
emphasized equally throughout the writing process. Hence,
students focused on the clarity of content and organization of ideas
in the initial stages of writing i.e. (drafting and revising). Then, in
the later stage of editing , they focused on matters of form of their
writing (i.e., grammar and mechanics).

There is evidence that providing supportive feedback throughout
the writing process is highly effective. For example, focusing on
reading and writing as means of communicating one’s ideas,
information, viewpoints and feelings — rather than language tasks
through which students received marks and grades — increased
students’ involvement and motivation. As a result, the students’
ability to use vocabulary items and write coherent, well- developed
pieces increased. In addition, offering the students enough guiding
points after each reading and writing task enabled them to form
clear outlines of the reading and writing topics and develop better,
well-developed content of each written piece.

Through this constructive feedback, the students’ strengths in
writing were highlighted and appreciated and their weaknesses
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According to table (4), t = 72.44. This indicates that there are
statistically significant differences at 0.01 between the mean scores
of the experimental group on the pre-test and the post-test in favor
of the post-test scores. In addition, the estimated effect size value
(11.26) shown in table (4) indicated that the treatment had a large
effect on the experimental group students’ performance in reading
and writing on the post-test as compared to their performance on
the pre-test.

The above results revealed that the proposed techniques and
strategies adopted by the trained teachers were effective in
developing the experimental group students’ performance in
reading and writing. This progress might be attributed to several
factors. One of the prominent factors lies in the teaching techniques
and strategies adopted throughout the implementation of the
program. These teaching techniques and strategies gave students
the opportunity to depend on themselves as far as possible and to
share responsibility in their learning. Moreover, they entailed a
necessary change in the teacher’s role from an authority figure to a
discussion organizer, a guide and a facilitator, who does not impose
his viewpoints on the students and who was ready to offer help
when necessary. This enabled students a lot to share their
viewpoints, benefit from each other, become active participants in
their learning and become more independent. These results are
consistent with the results of other studies such as the studies of
Weiss (1992), Hamilton (1992), Galleco (1993), Singh & De
Sarkar (1994), Mattar (1998) and Khater (2002).

For example, reading activities and tasks were very motivating
and effective and offered the students a good opportunity to see
how a main idea was developed throughout a passage and how
vocabulary items meant in the context of the reading passage.
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sure that the results obtained from the t- test were reliable and to
measure the effectiveness of the proposed strategies and
techniques, its effect size on the students’ performance was
calculated according to the following formula suggested by Dunlap
(1994). The referential framework for identifying the effect size of
t- values is as follows: (a) the effect size is small when its value
ranges from 0.2 to 0.5; (b) the effect size is medium when its value
ranges from 0.5 to 0.8; and (c) the effect size is large when its value
is 0.8 or more.

As shown in table (3), the calculated effect size value of the
proposed teaching strategies and techniques on the experimental
group students’ performance in reading and writing was (1.64).
Therefore, it can be said that the proposed teaching strategies and
techniques had a large effect on the experimental group students’
performance in reading and writing on the post-test as compared to
that of the control group students receiving regular instruction.

To determine the relative extent of change fostered by the
implementation of the teaching strategies and techniques on the
experimental group students, a t- test for paired samples was used.
This t- test aimed at comparing the reading and writing
performance of the experimental group on the pre-test and the post-
test, see table (4).

Table 4

t-test results comparing the pre-test vs. the post-test in the mean
scores of the experimental group

o Effect
Test N M S.D. tvalue | Significance level .
Size
78.3 11.26
Post-test 5 6.091 .000
51 72.44
52.5 significant at 0.01 | Large
Pre-test 6.754
4 level
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t-test results of the pre-test for the learning of the experimental
and control groups

Group N M S.D. t value Significance level
Experimental 51 52.54 6.754 467 Not significant at
Control 49 50.89 | 6411 0.05 level

According to the above table, t-test value =.467, which is not
statistically significant at 0.01 level of confidence. This indicates
that there are no statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of the control and experimental groups in their
performance in reading and writing. This means that the two
groups were approximately at the same level at the beginning of the
experiment.

In addition, the t-test for independent samples was used to find
if there were statistically significant differences between the
experimental group and the control group on the post-test in their
performance in reading and writing, see table (3).

Table 3
t-test results of the post-test for the experimental and control
groups’ learning

Significance Effect
Group N M S.D. t value .

level Size
Experimenta 1.64
) 51 78.35 6.091 .000

9.14 —

significant at | Large
Control 49 62.77 6.660

0.01 level

According to the above table, t-test value = 9.14. This indicates
that there are statistically significant differences at 0.01 between
the mean scores of the experimental group and the control group in
favor of the experimental group on the post-test in their
performance in reading and writing. Moreover, in order to make
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Overall remarks on the current in-service teacher training
program

The adoption of action research indicated the researchers'
purpose to identify practical classroom issues; and to affirm and
value the role of teachers in curriculum development. The above
results suggest that the training program contributed to
development in the teachers' thinking, However, the nature and
degree of change varied according to the different starting points
and concerns of individuals. The benefits of action research lay in
process (in the form of developing social interactions and
relationships) as well as product (in the form of identifiable
changes). As one teacher observed:

We all feel comfortable with the each other. The fact that we
worked so closely as a team and learnt to be more specific and
careful in our teaching was a growing experience.

These insights confirm the adoption of action research
framework in the current in-service teacher training program
design, emphasizing social process in teacher learning.

B- Statistical analysis related to the effect of the teachers'
training on the students' learning.

To control variables prior to implementing the treatment on the
experimental group students, results of the pre-test were subjected
to statistical treatment to find whether there were statistically
significant differences between the experimental group the and
control group in terms of their performance in reading and writing.
Therefore, a t-test for independent groups was used to compare the
mean scores of the two groups. This is indicated in the following
table.

Table 2
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researchers negotiated an agreed structure to the training sessions,
introduced the teachers to new techniques and strategies and
provided feedback. The researchers also maintained processes of
teachers' collaborative work and inquiry. Likewise, the researchers
offered individual discussion and support. In this process, the
researchers supported discussion and self-questioning and provided
means of self-assessment. In all these training processes, the
researchers listened properly while the other person was speaking.
For this reason, it was helpful for the researchers and the teachers
occasionally to ‘reflect back', that is to summaries what the other
person just said.

The second phase of the training program was designed to
provide the support needed during the teachers' experimental
attempts at implementation. Throughout phase 2, support was
available to teachers in the form of discussion and classroom visits.
The researchers used structured observation and evaluation
instruments to help focus their data collection (Wajnryb, 1993;
Weir and Roberts, 1994). This goes in accordance with Lewin's
view on the need for evidence (Lewin, 1946; Kemmis, 1982).

This support enabled discussion in concrete and individual terms
of the difficulties and successes the teachers met, and also provided
much-needed encouragement during the difficult phase of going it
alone. In giving feedback on observed teaching behaviors, the
researchers provided information to teachers about their progress in
mastering new teaching skills. In this regard, feedback assisted
recall, analysis and interpretation of observed teaching behaviors
and sequences. This entailed allotting specific time for discussing
and reflecting on activities and tasks with the teachers. It also
entailed systematic collection and use of information to indicate
strengths and diagnose weaknesses.
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encouraged directly by means of discussion and reflection tasks.
Then in phase 2 it was done directly by conducting structured
classroom observation.

The role of theory

Explanatory theories (of teaching, methodology, and so on)
generate a descriptive lexicon, offer explanations of personal
experience, and can propose departures from routinized practice.
As such, they contribute to rethinking and personal change (Ur,
1996). Explanatory theory can contribute to personal theory
development. In this training program, it was realized through
readings and lectures, the adoption of a specialist terminology, and
classroom observation. There was great variation between the
teachers in the degree of electiveness and conceptual change
thinking they show. This is explained by personal differences and
the different career points at which individuals might be when
attending the course (Huberman, 1989).

Providing support during change

Teacher change is typically evolutionary and heuristic in nature.
It seems that most teachers introduce new practices by a step-by
step trial-and-error approach (Olson and Eaton, 1987). During these
trials they need support because they are sure to run into
unpredictable problems, dilemmas and blocks, with attendant self-
doubt and confusion (Fullan, 1982; Eraut, 1994). This is because
implementing innovation involves entirely new practical problems
and demands new ways of thinking, not just new ways of acting.

In the first phase of the training program, support was provided
through providing input (e.g. lecturing and readings). This was
accompanied by some processing tasks (e.g., reflective writing) to
help the teachers personalize new information and construct their
representations of it. In performing the role of a process leader, the
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was gradual, drew on a variety of activity types and was introduced
early and sustained throughout the training program. A further
point is that reflection activities were used continuously. Reflection
was demanding, and it was addressed in most training activities of
the program. Therefore, reflection and stock-taking seemed to be
the most effective. Learning through reflection was not seen as a
one-off or short-term process: the researchers tried to initiate
reflection early in the course, and then worked consistently to
support individual developments in thinking throughout.

A key feature of the design was its intention to support the
individual development of each participating teacher, by means of
such activities as reflection and discussion, self-directed reading
and action research. Action research helped teachers meet their new
responsibilities: to interpret general curricular goals in terms that
would be meaningful and effective in their own classrooms. Thus,
the action research experience was intended to develop the thinking
of each teacher; to encourage their personal syntheses of theory and
practice; and to make explicit connections between global goals in
official curriculum documents and their own practice.

Development in the teachers’ personal theories was partly
triggered by the experience of dissonance (a discrepancy or
mismatch of some kind between what was and what teacher
expected). The discrepancy was between the teachers’
interpretation of an incident or activity and that of another person.
Roberts (1993) states that it is unusual for such enquiry not to
reveal discrepancies between expectation and reality.

Taking stock of current practice was promoted indirectly in
phase 1 (training sessions) of the program by the teachers
exchanging experiences and views with each other; and through
recording their responses to the course by reflective writing. It was
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Program implementation was collaborative in nature, with
researchers discussing and revising drafts produced by the
participating teachers. Thus, the principle of ownership and
responsibility sharing was replicated in program implementation
processes. This result receives support from Roberts (1998) that it
is desirable for working relationships between providers to be
consistent with the anticipated relationships between them and
participating teachers.

The teachers prized discussion with their peers for a number of
reasons. First, fellow teachers speak the same practical language,
framed by the realities of the classroom. Then, experience sharing
brings support, the sense that “I thought I was the only one, but I
feel a bit better knowing other" have been there too”. The
formulation and crystallization of personal theories is promoted by
exposure to colleagues’ perceptions and interpretations, offered
without an attempt to impose change on the part of researchers.
This is supported by Fullan's view that social support is an essential
element in enabling teachers to implement innovations observing
that:

training approaches ... are effective when they combine
concrete, teacher-specific training activities, ongoing continuous
assistance and support during the process of implementation and
regular meetings with peers and others. Research on
implementation has demonstrated beyond a shadow of doubt that
these processes of sustained interaction and staff development are
crucial regardless of what the change is concerned with (Fullan,
1982: 67).

Opportunities for reflection and taking stock

Dialogue and reflection were central activities in the current
training program. Awareness raising and reflection in this program
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interpretation and linkage to the teacher's own context of work is
promoted by activities. Behavior change is supported by
observation, role-play and structured classroom experiment. The
element of dialogue is provided in the discussion of readings, and
in planning for and then debriefing the classroom. The results
suggest the following outcomes: a high level of impact upon the
teachers' classroom practice (including the use of a wider range of
EFL techniques and less dependence on course books); changed
attitudes towards students (a more active role of students in
language learning and a greater awareness of their feelings); and an
increase in curricular knowledge and terminology.

Some teachers expressed greater confidence in putting forward
their own ideas. There are also indications among some of the
teachers of a more open and reflective disposition towards their
teaching. One of the teachers commented:

It was a very good opportunity for reflecting on my own
teaching. I have started thinking about how I do things and I
realized I had a lot to learn. Now I think I'm more open to any new
teaching ideas from other teachers.

The following categories of training activities proved successful
in enhancing the teachers’ performance in teaching reading and
writing.

Discussion and collaborative work

The teachers attributed their development to the discussions and
exchanges of experiences they had with fellow teachers. This result
receives support from Halden (1995). The teachers worked in
partnership with one another to help organize their own thinking
and to develop their own theories and practices, dynamically and
progressively over the program training activities.
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Pairs Signed-Ranks Test was used. This was to compare their
teaching performance before and after the training they received.
Table 1
Results of Wilcoxon Matched-Pairs Signed-Ranks Test
comparing the teaching performance of the teachers on the pre-

observation and the post-observation
Ranks

Mean Sum of .
N Z Sig.
Rank Ranks

post-training Positive Ranks | 18a | 1033 | 221.00 | 2.94 | .000
teaching Negative ob 0 w0

performance  —pre- Ranks

training teaching | Ties 0c

performance Total 18

A total post-observation > total pre-observation

B total post-observation < total pre-observation

C total pre-observation = total post-observation

The above table shows that all ranks were positive, which means
that the teachers' teaching performance on the post-observation was
significantly better than their performance on the pre-observation.
To assign specifically the teachers' registered progress, it was
found that Z value = 2.94, which is statistically significant at 0.01
(Z value is the nonparametric equivalent of the paired samples t
value). This indicates that there are statistically significant
differences between the teachers' performance on the pre-
observation and their performance on the post-observation in favor
of the post-observation.

The training program findings are rich and multilevel ill nature.
Results clearly indicate significant improvement in the teachers'
performance during and after the period of the treatment. Access to
new information is provided by short readings, personalization,
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- provision of inputs on theory and classroom management;

- experiential learning opportunities;

- opportunities for peer discussion;

- opportunities for teachers to take stock of their current
practice and to reflect on the differences between current and new
practices over an extended period,

- provision of enabling skills (e.g. self monitoring skills) as
well as behavioral skills (classroom techniques);

- the preparation from the outset and throughout the training
program for the culminating action research project, which required
the translation of course inputs into the context of each teacher’s
classroom; and

- aframework of support for the personalized implementation
of training; and

- teachers' control over implementation attempts.

Results & discussion

This study aimed mainly at: (1) developing EFL teachers' skills
of teaching reading and writing and (2) improving their students'
learning. Therefore, the results are presented in two interrelated
sections; one section is devoted to the effectiveness of the training
program in developing the teachers’ skills of teaching reading and
writing, and the other to the effect of the teachers’ training on their
students' learning.

A- Statistical analysis related to the effectiveness of the training
program in developing the teachers’ skills of teaching reading and
writing

To determine the relative extent of development in the teachers'
teaching performance due to implementation of the proposed in-
service training program, the nonparametric Wilcoxon Matched-
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- involvement of the teachers at each stage as a prerequisite
for change;

- the teachers taking responsibility for change and for the
monitoring of the change;

- an emphasis on group processes and group decision-making
at each stage in order to clarify problems and to commit the
teachers to action; and

- a role for the researchers as group facilitators and as
theorists, working in dialogue with the teachers.

The following principles are proposed for the current in-service
teacher training program (Burns, 1998; Farrell, 2007; McNiff,
1988; Rainey, 2000; Roberts, 1998)

- Teaching requires the orchestration of different types of
knowledge.

- Teachers' needs and personal theories vary.

- Teachers need a sense of autonomy and control in changing
their practice.

- Teachers need support during change.

- Self-awareness (uncovering personal theories) is a
prerequisite to change in established patterns of perception and
behavior.

- The development of trusting and collaborative relations
with others supports change.

- Teachers introduce change on a trial-and-error basis.

- Teachers need opportunities for private reflection needed,
on new ideas, on personal experiences, and on their links to, one's
beliefs and past.

- Dialogue is an essential part of change.

The following activities were followed in applying the current
in-service EFL teacher training program:
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multiple-choice and open-ended questions included in the test were
closed.

Test instructions:

Test instructions were clearly stated, sometimes in Arabic, to
make sure that the students understood what was required in each
item. In addition, the students were given the following
instructions:

- Do not ask questions while you are taking the test.

- Answer all questions in your answer sheet. For multiple-
choice questions, mark or underline the letter that corresponds to
the correct answer 'a', 'b', 'c' or 'd'; for open-ended questions, write
down the correct form in the empty space.

- Do not waste time thinking about the answers you do not
know, but leave them to the end of the test.

C- The Training Program:

Aim of the training program:

The current in-service training program aimed at training a
sample of EFL teachers at IMSIU in the light of the proposed
strategies and techniques of teaching reading and writing and the
action research pedagogy to language teacher training. This was
crystallized in enabling the teachers to teach reading and writing in
meaningful and communicative contexts.

Principles and activities of the training program:

The model of action research applied to the current teacher
training program derives from Lewin's original formulation (e.g.
McNiff, 1988; Nunan, 1989; Elliott, 1991). Accordingly, the
following elements constitute the current in-service training
program:

- aproblem of real meaning to all the teachers;

- their commitment to its resolution;
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students were neither included in the experimental group nor in the
control group. Then, the test was administered one more time after
two weeks to the same 25 students. Then, the Pearson correlation
coefficient between the test/re-test results was calculated. Hence,
the reliability coefficient was estimated using the following
formula:
RAA = 2R
1 +R
Where: RAA = the reliability coefficient
R = The correlation coefficient between the test/re-test

results

The reliability coefficient was 0.91, which is relatively high.
Therefore, the test could be considered a reliable one for the
purpose of the current study.

Time and instructions of test administration:

Test time:

After estimating the suitable time for taking the reading and
writing test based on results of the pilot study, the pre-test was
administered to the experimental and control groups in the normal
classroom situation so that students’ performance would be normal.
It was administered at the start of the second semester of the
university academic year 1430-1431. Time allotted for the test was
100 minutes. The post-test was administered at the end of the
second semester of the university academic year 1430-1431. Post-
test conditions were relatively the same as those of the pre-test in
terms of place and time.

Scoring the test:

The students' answers on the pre-post test were hand-scored by
the researchers. The test did not require raters because both
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questions and were above 0.50 for open-ended questions. Such
results were satisfactory enough to accept all the test items in terms
of item difficulty since they were neither too easy nor unreasonably
difficult. This is due to the fact that item difficulty that ranges from
0.30 to 0.70 is usually considered acceptable for multiple-choice
items (Brown: 1996, p.70) and item difficulty of 0.50 or more is
considered suitable for open-ended items (Rust and Golombok,
1989, p. 237).

Item Discrimination:

The following formula was utilized to determine item
discrimination for multiple-choice questions; each item took either
1 or O:

Discrimination = 10 correct high — 10 correct low
Number of students ~ (Nitko: 2001,

p-321)

As for open-ended questions, item discrimination was calculated
according to the following formula:

P= Average score of the upper group on the item - average

score of the lower group on the iteﬁlange of possible item score

(Nitko: 2001, p.321)

According to the previous two formulas, questions showing
negative or low discrimination below 0.30 should be discarded
from the test. In addition, item discrimination that is 0.40 or more
indicates very good discrimination ability. Therefore, all the test
questions were accepted as their discrimination level ranged from
0.48 to 0.76.

Reliability of the test:

In order to establish the reliability of the test, it was
administered to a randomly selected group of 25 students. Those

Z\.g.t‘-l.ol}\ﬂg QJLLL\J}J‘ ,c919J| oo
m\irlpﬁl&ﬂ)uyiﬂb el aasll



results, including item difficulty and item discrimination.
Therefore, 25 students were selected for the pilot study. These
students were randomly selected from level one students of College
of Languages and Translation, IMSIU. Students of the pilot study
belonged neither to the experimental group nor to the control
group. They were excluded from the whole treatment.

Results of the pilot study:

Test time:

It was estimated that two classroom periods (100 minutes)
would provide ample time for the students to read the test questions
and write their answers. No one needed an extension of time to
complete the test. This time was estimated in the following way:

The time taken by the fastest student + the time taken by the
slowest student

50 + 110 = 80 minutes )
Item Difficulty:
The following formula was used to determine item difficulty for
multiple-choice questions; each item took either 1 or 0:
IF = Number of students answering correctly
Number of students taking the test (Nitko: 2001,

p.- 323)

As for open-ended questions (each item took either 1 or 0), item
difficulty was calculated according to the following formula:

P=  Average score for an item

Possible item score range
(Nitko: 2001, p. 323)

Through utilizing the previous two formulas, it was found that
item difficulty ranged from 0.38 to 0.57 for multiple-choice
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could be attributed to the teaching they received. The pre-test was
also used as a post-test to investigate the effectiveness of teaching
in developing the experimental group students’ learning.

Description of the test:

The pre-post test was constructed in the light of the following
sources:

- Reviewing previous studies concerned with language tests,
especially those tackling the topic of teaching and testing reading
and writing.

- Identifying the items to be measured; these were the course
items included in the students’ textbooks of reading and writing
during the second semester of the university academic year 1430-
1431.

Validity of the test:

To measure the test content validity, the first version of the test
was given to a panel of jury (4 persons) specialized in the field of
EFL curricula and methods of teaching English to evaluate
appropriateness of each item. Moreover, they were asked to
evaluate the test as a whole in terms of: (a) correctness, (b) number
of items and (c) suitability of the test items to Saudi EFL level one
students' linguistic level.

The test proved to be mostly valid as the jury approved most of
the questions and suggested the following:

1. Modifying some distractors of multiple choice questions to
be more comprehensible to the students; and

2. Modifying some of the questions in terms of words selected
to be easier for the students to understand.

Piloting the test:

The pilot study of the test aimed at (a) determining the suitable
time to be allotted for the test and (b) obtaining item analysis
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Observation of the teachers' pre-training teaching performance
was conducted during the second semester of the university
academic year 1430-1431. During this period, three raters observed
the teachers' teaching skills according to the observation checklist.
Therefore, these raters attended the lessons and observed each
teacher's performance on the teaching skills of the observation
checklist. However, they did not write their observations directly in
the classroom. Rather, they wrote their observations immediately
after getting out of the classrooms. These procedures were followed
on purpose in order to provide conditions for a natural classroom
atmosphere. In other words, the researchers did not want either the
teachers or their students to feel as if they were being tested which
might have affected their performance. Similarly, observation of
the teachers' post-training teaching performance was conducted
during the second semester of the university academic year 1430-
1431 using the same observation checklist. During this period, the
raters observed the teachers' teaching skills according to the same
criteria.

Scoring the Observation Checklist:

To ensure reliability of the scoring, observation of teachers was
conducted by three raters during the second semester of the
university academic year 1430-1431. The raters completed ratings
blind i.e. unable to see one another's ratings until they were all
completed (Rowntree and Lockwood, 1994).

B- The Pre-post Test:

Purpose of the test:

The pre-test was administered to the students of both the
experimental and control groups to make sure they were at the
same level of performance before starting the experiment; and
hence the progress achieved by the experimental group students
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The checklist aimed at: (a) determining the most important
teaching skills relevant for EFL university teachers; (b) training a
sample of these teachers in the light of these skills; and (c)
measuring the improvement in the teachers' teaching performance
due to the training they received.

Content of the observation checklist:

The observation checklist was composed of 6 columns. The first
column included the teaching skills that are rated according to a
rating scale containing five alternatives (representing the other five
columns of the checklist): exceeds expectations, meets
expectations, needs improvement, unacceptable, not observed.
Each level was given an estimated value to be scored by the
researchers. The first level (i.e., exceeds expectations) takes (5); the
second level (i.e., meets expectations) takes (4); the third level (i.e.,
needs improvement) takes (3); the fourth level (i.e., unacceptable)
takes (2); and the fifth level (i.e., not observed) takes (1).

Validity of the observation checklist:

The observation checklist was submitted to a panel of jury (5
persons) specialized in the field of EFL curricula and methods of
teaching English to determine the degree of importance of each
teaching skill. After analyzing the jury responses, it was found out
that all the proposed teaching skills were agreed upon by almost all
the jury members; 80 % or more of the jury members agreed on
each of the teaching skills and the observation checklist as a whole.
In addition, the jury indicated that the checklist was valid and the
teaching skills included were clear and adequate. Therefore, no
modifications were made to the items of the original checklist.

Administration of the observation checklist:

Conditions for the pre- and post- administration of the
observation checklist:
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Content of the training sessions

Each module (i.e. reading, writing, and language drills) covered
two training sessions, with a total of six training sessions. In all
these three modules, the teachers worked on the review of their
own pedagogy. Conventional activities were used to convey
principles, demonstrate language teaching/learning strategies, and
encourage teachers' reactions (e.g. demonstrations, short lectures,
directed reading, and workshops). Diary-keeping was an important
element. The teachers were asked to keep a diary to record personal
reactions to course activities. Notes taken from diaries were
brought to sessions for comparison and discussion. Diaries were
also kept during individual action research data collection in the
three modules to help discussion.

This action research design aimed to help each teacher to
develop a personal realization in terms of his own classroom. It
served to uncover and develop personal theories, and helped the
teachers to interpret public theory (explanatory theories or theories
implicit in materials and curricular guidelines) in the topics of the
three modules. In this way, the teachers were able to draw on the
reading they did in the training program.

Tools of the study

The researchers employed the following three tools:

- an observation checklist including a number of teaching
skills (Appendix A);

- a pre-post test to measure the students’ performance before
and after the treatment (Appendix B); and

- atraining program for the teachers’ group (Appendix C).

A- The Observation Checklist:

Purpose of the observation checklist:
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year 1430-1431. Their teaching experience ranged from 6 to 19
years.

The Students' Group:

Subjects in the research were level one students of College of
Languages and Translation at IMSIU. Students in the experimental
group (51 students) were the students taught by one the trained
teachers. On the other hand, students in the control group (49
students) received regular instruction.
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control group. A pre-post test was given to the two groups before
and after the treatment.

The design adopted the view that training objectives and
working relationships should be consistent. Therefore, the teachers
were given a voice from the earliest feasible point in order to
develop the self-esteem to cope with their new responsibilities and
to begin to uncover their personal theories (Griffiths and Tann,
1992; Parrott, 1993; Pennington, 1990).

Procedure:

The current study follows the action research framework. The
researchers and teachers explored the problem of students’ low
performance in reading and writing at IMSIU. Then, they reflected
on their teaching practices by investigating which teaching
techniques and activities were used in the classroom, and the types
of interaction and language use they generated. Next, they chose
appropriate procedures for collecting data through readings,
lecturing, discussion, and reflection, evaluation, and other training
activities. The researchers and teachers then gathered the data and
analyzed the information to identify patterns and interpret the
findings. After implementing the action plan, the researchers
explored the impact of the treatment on the students’ performance.
Through these processes that included planning, observing,
analyzing, acting, and reviewing, the teachers learned a great deal
about the nature of classroom teaching and learning and also
acquired useful classroom investigation skills.

Subjects:

The Teachers' Group:

Subjects in the current research were 18 EFL university teachers
at IMSIU during the second semester of the university academic
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— to develop the teaching performance of EFL university teachers
and to measure its effect on their students’ learning at IMSIU?

2. How far would a training program — based on action
research — be effective in developing the teachers’ skills of teaching
reading and writing?

3. How far would training the teachers be effective in
improving their students' learning?

Method

Design of the study:

As the present study attempted to develop the teaching skills of
EFL university teachers and to investigate its effect on improving
their students' learning, two designs were adopted, one for each
group of subjects.

The teachers' group:

A pre-post test design with a non-equivalent control group was
employed. A pre-post observation checklist (Appendix A) was
designed and used to measure the teachers' teaching performance
before and after implementing the training program.

The students' group:

The quasi-experimental design called the non-equivalent group
design was employed. This design is identical to the pre-post test
control group/experimental group design in all aspects except that
intact groups rather than randomly assigned ones are used, creating
a control problem in terms of selection bias. This makes the use of
a pre-test necessary for this particular design. Four intact classes
were randomly selected; two classes (51 students) taught through
the proposed teaching strategies and techniques for teaching
reading and writing to represent the experimental group and two
classes (49 students) receiving regular instruction to represent the
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programs for developing the teaching skills of university EFL
teachers in general and teaching reading and writing in particular
are lacking. Secondly, there is a wide gap between theory and
practice, i.e. between the curriculum orientations on one hand and
the learning materials used and the actual day-to-day classroom
teaching practices on the other. Specifically, teaching reading and
writing to university students aims at developing their ability to
communicate in English. In reality, teachers still adopt the
traditional, product- oriented approaches to teaching reading and
writing. In addition, teachers depend on mechanical,
uncontextualized drills and activities. Moreover, students are
required to apply memorized words and sentences in contexts void
of communication and interaction. Through the researchers’
observation of some university EFL classrooms, it was found
students remained passive all the time and were not required to
participate except in answering teachers’ previously prepared
exercises.

To provide a solution to this problem, the current study aims at
training a sample of EFL teachers at IMSIU in the light of
interactive and communicative teaching strategies and techniques
and the action research pedagogy to language teacher education.
This was crystallized in enabling the teachers to teach reading and
writing in meaningful and communicative contexts. As such, this
study aims at answering the following main question: "What is the
effectiveness of an in-service training program for developing the
teaching performance of EFL teachers and its effect on their
students’ learning at IMSIU?”

Three sub-questions were derived from this question:

1. What are the principles of an in-service training program —
designed in the light of action research pedagogy to teacher training
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As such, teachers who engage in reflective practice through
action research can develop a deeper understanding of their
teaching, assess their professional growth, develop informed
decision-making skills, and become proactive and confident in their
teaching. Professional development through reflective practice can
be seen as an opportunity to enter a process of “mental growth
spurred from within” (Feiman-Namser & Floden, 1986, p. 523),
where teachers are supported in seeking their own growth.

Aim & objectives

This study attempts to investigate the effectiveness of an in-
service training program for developing the teaching performance
of EFL teachers and its effect on their students’ learning at IMSIU.
It addresses the essential principles for building an in-service
training program to provide EFL teachers with skills of teaching
reading and writing. The current training program — based on
action research — aims to:

1. develop EFL teachers’ knowledge of methodology related
to skills of teaching reading and writing;

2. develop their personal theories of teaching and learning by
exploiting individual and collective experience

3. encourage their personal syntheses of theory and practice;

4. enable reflection, discussion and evaluation;

5. encourage EFL teachers to apply program training
experiences to their own teaching practice; and to

6. develop teachers' ability to make informed and principled
professional decisions related to skills of teaching reading and
writing.

Research problem & questions

Based on the researchers’ experience as EFL instructors at
IMSIU, some observations were made. Firstly, in-service training
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helped them communicate with their students more effectively. The
researchers pointed out that the more successful graduate students
had previous experience with journaling and field research
techniques, whereas the less successful students had difficulty
adjusting to the cyclical and reflective nature of action research.
The researchers conducted follow-up interviews with 6 TAs who
held teaching positions in the subsequent semester in order to
determine if they were using any of the action research techniques
or concepts they had learned. They reported that the TAs did not
carry out formal action research projects or participate in peer
collaboration activities, such as peer observations, in the
subsequent semester. However, the TAs expressed interest in
carrying out future action research projects if their departments
could formally allocate time and resources for their projects. The
researchers concluded that further curricular innovation may be
necessary to identify effective ways of implementing action
research so that graduate students sustain their interest and
involvement in research.

Mcdonough (2006) conducted a small-scale study to investigate
whether carrying out action research as part of a graduate seminar
affected the professional development of graduate TAs who were
teaching in foreign and second language departments. Insights into
the TAs' professional development were gained through a
qualitative analysis of their professional journals, reflective essays,
action research reports, and oral and written feedback. The findings
indicated that the TAs gained a broader understanding of research,
developed an appreciation for peer collaboration, and adopted new
L2 teaching practices. Suggestions for L2 teacher educators with an
interest in incorporating action research into their graduate degree
programs are offered.
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with a planning stage during which the teachers, working in pairs,
planned an action research project by identifying a problem,
designing and piloting data collection instruments, formulating
possible solutions to the problem, and deciding how to collect data
that could assess the effectiveness of the solutions. The teachers
were not required to carry out the projects in the following
semester, but most of them voluntarily implemented their research
plans. The researchers reported that the teachers who implemented
their projects demonstrated greater willingness to try new activities
and techniques, improved research skills, heightened sensitivity to
classroom dynamics, and more varied use of classroom materials
than did teachers who did not carry out their projects.

Crookes and Chandler (2001) described the introduction of an
action research component into an existing L2 teaching methods
course for graduate students enrolled in a master's program in
European Languages and Literature (N = 13) at the University of
Hawai'i. Most of the graduate students were teaching assistants
(TAs) assigned to first-year Spanish or German classes, but 2
students without teaching appointments practiced teaching in a
Spanish class taught by one of the researchers. Reading materials
and lectures about action research were added to the course
syllabus, and the students carried out collaborative research
projects that investigated topics relevant to their L2 teaching
assignments. The graduate students collected data through student
journals, peer observations, questionnaires, and interviews, and
submitted oral and written reports about their findings. The
researchers elicited the graduate students' perceptions about the
course and their action research projects through journals and final
evaluations. The graduate students reported that the action research
program overall was beneficial and that using student journals
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it can also be a collaborative process in which teams of teachers
from homogenous or heterogeneous backgrounds exchange ideas
and findings to improve instruction among themselves. An example
is the Pennsylvania Action Research Network (Kuhne & Weirauch,
2001), which promotes action research on both the individual and
team levels. Wallace (1991) maintains that action research can have
a “specific and immediate outcome which can be directly related to
practice in the teacher’s own context” and is “an extension of the
normal reflective practice of many teachers, but it is slightly more
rigorous and might conceivably lead to more effective outcomes”
(pp- 56-57).

L2 teacher educators recognize the benefits teachers may gain
by doing action research. Several studies have examined the effect
of doing action research on the professional development of L2
student teachers during a required post coursework teaching year,
or in-service L2 teachers working in schools and colleges
(Cormany, Maynor, & Kalnin, 2005; Moreira, Vieira, & Marques,
1999; Smith, 2005).

Some studies examined the effectiveness of integrating an action
research component into the graduate degree programs in L2 and
foreign language (FL) departments. For example, Thorne and
Qiang (1996) described the integration of an action research
component into a master's program in English for EFL teachers at
Beijing Normal University. The action research training program
ran parallel to the methods course and teaching practice
components of the curriculum, which were offered throughout the
second year of the program. During the first semester, the teachers
were introduced to action research, data collection, and analysis
techniques through compulsory workshops, seminars, discussions,
and hands-on data analysis activities. The first semester concluded
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Action research is generally conducted by groups of practicing
teachers, who are valuable sources of knowledge regarding their
own classroom situations. Change can be implemented readily
because the participating teachers will find the results of their
research credible and valid for their needs. Bailey (2001) describes
action research among language teachers as “an approach to
collecting and interpreting data which involves a clear, repeated
cycle of procedures” (p.490). Farrell (2007, p.67) suggests the
following cycle that teachers can use for action research projects:

1. identify an issue;

2. review the literature on the issue and ask questions to
narrow the focus;

3. choose data to be collected and a method of data collection;

4. collect, analyze, and interpret the data selected; and

5. develop, implement, and monitor an action plan.

Action research typically focuses on questions that emerge from
a teacher's immediate classroom situation (Crookes, 1993). It is
often teacher defined and directed (Auerbach, 1994). Therefore,
action research has been regarded favorably because it can help
teachers develop in-depth perspectives about the process of
teaching and learning (Lacorte & Krastel, 2002).

Action research is an approach for EFL teachers to incorporate
reflective practice into their teaching. It involves investigation of
the values held and the practices engaged in while carrying out an
activity — in this case, teaching (McFee, 1993; Quigley & Kuhne,
1997). As McFee points out, “It is research into a particular kind of
practice ... in which there is a craft-knowledge ... based on a
particular model of knowledge and research with action as an
outcome ... This knowledge is practical knowledge” (p. 178).
Although educators may engage in action research independently,
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cited in Hodgkinson 1957:138) ideas about progressive education,
but the term originated in the 1940s with Lewin (1946), who
considered it an alternative to positivistic research. The teachers
learn from action research by means of concrete evidence as to the
effect of their actions. As Kernmis (1982) put it:

If we cannot judge whether an action has led forward or
backward, if we have no criteria for evaluating the relation between
effort and achievement, there is nothing to prevent us from coming
to the wrong conclusions and encouraging the wrong work habits.
Realistic fact-finding and evaluation is a prerequisite for any
learning. (p. 40)

To Lewin (1946), systematic collection of classroom data is a
key feature of curriculum inquiry. The initial conception of action
research emphasized its potential to empower and emancipate
participants through cycles of reform based on reflection and
action. However, more recent approaches to action research have
emphasized its contribution to an individual teacher's professional
self-development rather than its potential to initiate large-scale
reform (Burns, 1998; Rainey, 2000). Although definitions of action
research vary, there are some typical features associated with it,
which were summarized by Burns (1998) as follows:

1. Action research is contextual, small-scale and localized — it
identifies and investigates problems within a specific situation.

2. It is evaluative and reflective as it aims to bring about
change and improvement in practice.

3. It 1is participatory as it provides for collaborative
investigation by teams of colleagues, practitioners and researchers.

4. Changes in practice are based on the collection of
information or data which provides the impetus for change (p. 30).
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building an in-service training program to provide EFL teachers
with the teaching skills required to teach reading and writing
effectively.

This study portrays an in-service EFL teacher training program
in response to a perceived gap in teachers’ performance in teaching
reading and writing. Accordingly, action research is employed to
empower each teacher to reconstruct his awareness of himself and
his own beliefs, and personalizes program inputs. The social
dimension of personal change lies in awareness of the relationship
between practice and context; critical dialogue and supportive
relationships; and activities which integrate the private and social
dimensions of learning. It also suggests a denotation of reflection,
which would include the dimensions of self-awareness and
awareness of one's social landscape.

Literature review

Professional development is the cornerstone of teacher
professionalism and quality. There is a longstanding recognition in
the field of language education that teachers must continually
reshape their knowledge of teaching and learning. This knowledge
is developed initially in teacher education programs, then becomes
part of teachers' education throughout their careers through
reflective practice (Farrell, 2008) that occurs when teachers
consciously take on the role of reflective practitioner, subject their
own beliefs about teaching and learning to critical analysis, take
responsibility for their actions in the classroom, and continue to
improve their teaching practice.

One of the effective solutions that teacher educators can employ
to help teachers bridge the gap between research and their teaching
is by introducing them to action research. As summarized by
Rainey (2000), action research was inspired by Dewey's (1929,
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active and creative responses to the constrains, opportunities and
dilemmas posed by the immediate contexts of the classroom, noting
that it is through the culture of the classroom that the wider
structure of society and the state have their impact (p. 28).

In the case of in-service EFL teachers’ professional
development, their perceptions and beliefs are progressively
reinforced by teaching experience and the ability to assimilate
training inputs to conform to their existing classroom routines. This
tendency to assimilate inputs indicates the need to uncover
teachers’ implicit theories and beliefs in order to make them
available for conscious review: “While tacit beliefs may be
characteristic of many things that teachers do, our obligation as
teacher educators must be to make the tacit explicit” (Shulman,
1988:33).

Mcdonough (2006) states that the dominant approach to second
language (L2) teacher education emphasizes reflection as a tool for
helping teachers develop context-specific, personal theories of 1.2
teaching. Accordingly, educators can facilitate reflection by
involving teachers in action research that can stimulate language
teachers’ reflection on their beliefs, tacit knowledge, and teaching
practice; enhance their English-language skills and knowledge of
methodology; and develop their personal theories of teaching and
learning by exploiting individual and collective experience
(Roberts, 1998).

Action research is now widely used in in-service teacher training
programs as a means to integrate curriculum development and
teacher development. In the current in-service EFL teacher training
program, action research is adopted to develop the teaching
performance of EFL teachers and to explore its effect on their
students’ learning at IMSIU. It addresses the essential principles for
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Introduction

Teaching is a very public job: it affects the life chances of
children and adults; it is powerfully affected by the norms and
expectations of society at large; it is a legitimate concern of a
whole community of learners, parents, employers, administrators,
and many others. To be successful in their career, EFL teachers
develop special knowledge of language systems. They learn to
present information and to convey new concepts. They know how
to manage learning activities and can draw on classroom
experience to give demonstrations and discuss practical issues.
They develop skills in monitoring learners and fine-tuning
instruction.

Teacher development is best supported through optimal
participation by teachers and the relevance of program concerns.
In-service teacher training is a process not an event — a process of
role change which involves new knowledge, new skills, new
behavior, new theories or conceptions and new attitudes (Roberts,
1998). This view goes in accordance with the social constructivist
view which indicates the need to supplement conventional
knowledge bases with that of self and learners: “since every teacher
and learner is different, teaching is most effective when it is based
on two kinds of knowledge: knowledge of the students and
knowledge of oneself” (Pennington, 1990: 135).

This view is also a key feature of reflective teacher education
(Pennington, 1990; Richards and Lockhart, 1994). In addition, each
teacher’s practice and beliefs develop in complex interaction with
experiences in the classroom. Zeichner, Tabachnick, & Densmore
(1987) describe this exchange between the person and the group in
terms of new teachers who use
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Abstract:

Teacher development is best supported through optimal participation by teachers and
the relevance of program concerns. Action research is now widely used in in-service
teacher training programs as a means to integrate curriculum development and teacher
development. In the current in-service English as a foreign language (EFL) teacher
training program, action research is adopted to develop the teaching performance of EFL
teachers and to explore its effect on their students’ learning at Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn
Saud Islamic University (IMSIU). It addresses the essential principles for building an in-
service training program to provide EFL teachers with the teaching skills required to teach
reading and writing effectively. Results indicate significant improvement in the teachers'
performance during and after the treatment. Similarly, the proposed teaching strategies
and techniques for teaching reading and writing had a large effect on the experimental
group students’ learning on the post-test as compared to that of the control group students
receiving regular instruction. It is concluded that action research enabled an evolutionary
development in teachers' thinking and encouraged their personal syntheses of theory and
practice. Teachers are recommended to adopt interactive, communicative strategies and
techniques for teaching reading and writing. And students should be offered enough
opportunities to practice reading and writing on a daily basis for authentic purposes in
EFL classes.

Keywords: in-service teacher training, action research, teaching performance
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be increased. This study only investigated the RA abstracts in
police and security journals. Other disciplines can also be included
in a cross!/linguistic genre analysis of Arabic and English. For
example, there is a need to investigate legal, medical, scientific
genres in Arabic and find out how they may differ from their
counterparts in English. The current study only included written
discourse analysis. In order to explore more sociollcultural factors
and reader’s expectations on writing academic RA abstracts, it
would be helpful to carry out interviews or conduct surveys with
disciplinary informants and authors in future studies. Other
discourse features of police genre such as verb tenses and abstract
length need to be examined. Furthermore, this study examined RA
abstracts. Other genres of RAs in Arabic such as introduction,
Method, results and discussion need to be investigated to show
whether they are compatible with current models of genre analysis,
and how they are different from or similar to other languages such

as English.
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conclude that cross-linguistic and cultural factors affected the way
RA abstracts were written.

The results of this study have important pedagogical
implications to help Arab postgraduate students and novice
researchers in police and security sciences with their Arabic and
English academic writing. The results obtained from the cross
linguistic analysis and the specific disciplinary of police and
security RA abstracts can be used as a guide in helping Arab novice
researchers realize cross-linguistic and within disciplinary
variations in terms of the linear sequence of moves and the function
of each move in the writing of RA abstracts. This study has shown
how move-step analysis is a useful analytical tool for
understanding linguistic and cultural differences in the rhetorical
structure of RA abstracts. According to some genre analysts (e.g.,
Cortes, 2004; Swales & Feak, 2009; Vakili & Kashani, 2012),
explicit teaching of the prototypical rhetorical structure of RA
abstracts to postgraduate students and novice writers would help
them notice and recognize these specific features of each move and
how moves are used in academic writing. Therefore, acquiring the
knowledge of the different rhetorical features in English and Arabic
RA abstracts will help Arab writers realize the expectations from
their discourse community, and will consequently increase their
chances for publication and effectively participate in their police
and security academic discourse communities.

Since only 60 RA abstracts were only analyzed and compared
in the present study, future research should be conducted on a

bigger corpus. The number of RA abstracts in each set of data can
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Conclusion

The current study is a dual contrastive study of RA abstracts in
police and security sciences, including the contrastive analysis in
two languages, Arabic and English. The rhetorical structure of the
RA abstracts and linguistic features of the moves in the RA
abstracts were analyzed and compared in both languages. As
discussed in the introduction, the majority of contrastive studies in
genre analysis have focused on the comparison of RA abstracts
written in English and European language abstracts and in certain
disciplines, like medicine and linguistics, which have attracted the
attention of numerous analysts. Arabic as one of the most widely
used languages and police and security sciences have seldom been
involved in such studies. The results showed that the RA abstracts
in both languages varied in their use of Swales' moves and did not
favor one pattern of moves. However, Move 3 (Steps 1A, Bl and
2) was found to be obligatory in all RA abstracts. Move 2 was the
least move used in these RA abstracts. The results also showed
that many of the Arabic RA abstracts employed three of Hyland's
(2000) moves: introduction, purpose, and product. In contrast,
English RA abstracts had the move sequence of introduction,
purpose, method, and product. Most of these RA abstracts omitted
the conclusion move. From a disciplinary perspective, the
preferred move structure in police and security RA abstracts is
introduction, purpose, method, and product. Due to the variation in

the use of moves within the two languages; it is not possible to
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previous cross-linguistic studies (e.g., Cardarh, 2012; Li, 2011) that
showed this move to be universally recognized. — However, by
looking at the journals individually, it is obvious that English
writers in JASR used this move less frequently (33%) than their
counterparts in the other journals.

More interestingly, the conclusion move was optional in the
writing of RA abstracts in both Arabic (26%) and English (23%).
This result is consistent with several previous studies (e.g.,
Candarh, 2012; Dindaeng, 2009; Hyland, 2000; Promsin, 2006;
Pruettipongsit, 2006) that found the conclusion move to be the least
move used in RA abstracts. Hyland, for example, found that the
conclusion move was only employed in 21% of the 800 abstracts
he investigated, which is close to the percentage assigned to it in
this study. However, there is a variation in the use of the
conclusion move within the two languages. Authors in the English
JPCP (33%) and the Arabic JAS (40%) used more conclusion
moves than the other two journals (13% for the JSR and 6% for the
JASR).

To summarize this section, it is obvious from the cross-linguistic
and cultural analysis of the data that Arabic police and security RA
abstracts have the move structure of introduction- purpose- product
while English has the move structure of introduction-purpose-
method- product. From a disciplinary perspective, the preferred
move structure in police and security RA abstracts is introduction-

purpose- method - product
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are more concerned with the other three moves (introduction,
purpose, product). This is not the case with English writers who
use the method move as an obligatory step in the RA abstracts
(76%).  The optionality of the method move in Arabic is
inconsistent with previous cross-linguistic studies of RA abstracts
(e.g., Cardarh, 2012; Promsin, 2006; Ren & Li, 2011) which
reported that the method move is universally recognized regardless

of language and discipline.

The method move can occur by itself or merge with other moves
as observed in previous studies (e.g., Li, 2011; Santos, 1996). In
this study, the method move was found embedded with the purpose
move and vice versa in six English abstracts. This practice was not
seen in Arabic RA abstracts. The following examples show this

behavior in English.

This study examined aspects of the school, community, and
home adjustment of 58 adolescents between the ages of 13 and 20
whose mothers were incarcerated. (Trice & Brewster, 2004)
(JPCP)

... Using survey data from a private correctional facility in the
Midwest, the authors examined the effects of job involvement on
job stress, job satisfaction, . . . (Lambert et al., 2011) (JASR)

Interestingly, writers in both languages used the same number
and percentages of products (66%) suggesting that this move is an

obligatory one in Arabic and English. This finding confirms
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This study aims at investigating the suicide phenomenon in
prisons. (Hilal, 2009) (JAS)

s b Dyglas sl ydl 16l (o Jlall Jui Y1 dsls Jla>Y1 sl 1ss
oyl I el 1ia Baag . iy alell ondil (ho 1udtitg s ylinodl ol
ue) o Gymall Jui>Yl il Sl Jeddug Sig syl Juis Yl eshx Gle
(ol ymall doeo) (¥ +A) oo I
Money fraud crimes have become one of the fast growing
crimes as they keep pace with cultural advancement and make use
of advancements in science and technology . . ., and this research
aims at investigating E-fraud crimes including banking fraud . . .
(Abdrrrahman, 2011) (JAS)

Violence and security on high school campuses are paramount
issues that many institutional staff and students face in today's
society. . . . The purpose of this study was to analyze the
institutional staff and students' perception of school safety
measures . . . (Sobel, R. (2012). (JASR)

This study examined the reliability of earwitnesses using an
ecologically realistic experimental set-up. (Ohman, et. al., 2011)
(JPCP)

With regard to the method move, the two journals in English
employed this move more frequently than the two journals in
Arabic. Therefore, the method move is not obligatory in Arabic

RA abstracts (43%). Arab writers seem to ignore it because they
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terms of color and homogeneity. This difference may be due to
different method of preparation, or production from highly variable
natural sources, and subsequently their subjection to adulteration
and transformation for trafficking purposes. . . (Mohammed, 2003)
(JSR)

As the process of globalization marches on, so does the problem
of global money laundering. Classified as a crime for less 30 years
in the United States, money laundering is a common denominator
for the likes of gangsters, drug dealers, . . . (Seymour, 2008)
(JASR)

Writers in the four journals used the purpose move more
frequently in their RA abstracts making it the only obligatory
move across all journals. However, English writers used it more
frequently (90%) than Arabic writers (76%). Researchers in both
languages vary in where to put the purpose move. The majority of
English researchers (n=19) used the purpose immediately after the
introduction move. Only nine researchers opened their abstracts
with the purpose. In Arabic, twelve researchers used the purpose
move immediately after the introduction move, whereas only
eleven researchers opened their abstracts with the purpose move.
The following examples in Arabic and English illustrate this

cultural difference.

bxo) (Yeod (JVo ) gl o Hl 8yalls Jgbs I daolyull 0is Cdaas
(o el 3l
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was found to be obligatory in police and security journals since its
occurrence was 60% in English and 63% in Arabic. This finding
is inconsistent with some previous studies in the literature. For
example, Li (2011) found that the introduction move occurred less
frequently in linguistics abstracts in English and Chinese.

Unlike English RA abstracts, five of the Arabic RA abstracts
were merely "introductions," compared to only one in English.
This seems to be a cultural feature of Arabic writing. Some Arab
writers may view abstracts function as just introducing their
research topic without further obligations. This is explainable since
writing abstracts is relatively a new practice in Arabic (Alharbi &
Swales, 2011). The following examples in Arabic and English

illustrate this cultural tendency.

Gyl 9 Cig pall Gloa] g loaW dall yublasll 18 o (g pall sy
Oe ol wodll By e Jaus Jillg dpasall Ualpell (o wasll HLiml ge Yoguue
8)9Y1 Buplo (e (loleill plingy (g pall olaie albso §Y iglall axll Byl
0o &3l judll Lol (8 (g pall Slue walins o Tigd dilelas jonddl cuy
S ST iy ilagall lasligs b alis lass guslatlly gl G
oYl | 28LaYU 1ia Lo o inans iy il dgmudall )slaall (oYislg o pinnill
(dio¥l gl dwo) (Y++ ¥ xama) ... .l oy lanidlin] aiy il slgall
Heroin is considered the most serious drug causing addiction.
The addiction of heroin and morphine is responsible for the
outbreak of numerous infectious diseases which propagate through
blood or by means of contaminated syringes. Most of heroin
abusers prefer injection because of its rapid impact on them. Heroin

samples are different in their physical and chemical properties; in
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Table 9. Pattern of occurrence of Hyland’s (2000) moves in

police and security abstracts

Introd Method Product

Journal uction Purpose N %  Conclusion
N N N % N
% % %

1. JASR 11 13 9 60 5 33 1 6
73 86

2. JPCP 7 14 14 93 15 100 5 33
46 93

3.JAS 8 12 6 40 11 73 6 40
53 80

4.JSR 11 11 7 46 9 60 2 13
73 73

Language

1. Arabic (Total) 19 23 13 43 20 666 8

2. English (Total) 63 76 23 76 26.6

Total 18 27 36 60 20 666 6 20

60 90 40 66.6 14
37 50 233
61 83

According to Hyland (2000), the introduction move is usually
used by writers to locate their research by stating current
knowledge and by providing a justification for conducting the
research through showing a problem or a gap in previous research.
In this study, researchers in JASR and JSR used the introduction
move obligatorily. In contrast, researchers in JPCP and JAS used

this move optionally. Overall, the use of the introduction move
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and structure. Unlike RA introduction which is usually long and
dense in information, an abstract is a brief summary of a whole
article which gives the reader an exact and concise knowledge of
the full article, that is, of what the author did, how the author did it,
what the author found, and what the author concluded (Bhatia,
1993).

Hyland's (2000) five-move structure

Hyland's (2000) five-move structure is used in this study
because it captures the different moves that were suggested in the
literature (e.g., Bhatia's 1993 four-move model; Santos' 1996;
Swales & Feak's (2009) five-move models). Table 9 shows the
pattern of occurrence of Hyland's five moves in Arabic and English
police and security RA abstracts. Though the five rhetorical moves
identified by Hyland (2000) are commonly used in the selected RA
abstracts, differences in the way of employing the moves are
revealed in the data. As illustrated in Table 8, the percentages of
RA abstracts containing the five rhetorical moves (introduction,
purpose, method, product, conclusion) vary across journals,

languages and within discipline.
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(JASR) where the three moves of Swales were employed (no. 2 and

3).
Table 8. English move structure of RA abstracts
Abstract English move structures of RA abstract
No. JASR JPCP

\

M1(S1)-M1(S3)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

Y

M1(S1)-M2(1B)-M3(1B)-
M3(1A)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(S2)

M1(S2)-M2(1C)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)

M2(1B)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M1(S2)-M3(1B)

M2(S2)-M2(1B)-M3(1A)-
M3(1B)-M3(S2)

MI(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)

M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M1(S1)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M1(S2)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)

M2(1B)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(S3)

M1(S2)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M2(1C)-M3(1A)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M2(1B)

M1(S1)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M1(S2)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

MI(S1)

M3(1A)-M3(S2)

M2(1D)-M3(1B)

M3(1B)-M3(S2)

MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(S2)

Overall, the results obtained from Tables 5 and 7 are consistent

with the findings of some previous studies (e.g., Alotaibi, 2012;
Dindaeng, 2009; Pezinni, 2000, Promsin, 2006) which reported that

Swales' (1990) moves were either not all used in RA abstracts or

not used in the order he suggested. The reason could be that

Swales' moves were mainly developed for the analysis of RA

introductions which greatly differ from abstracts in terms of space
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where Arabic writers in JSR used the three moves of Swales (no. 8

and 13). The sequence of the moves and their steps varied greatly

in Arabic.

Table 7. Arabic move structure of RA abstracts

Abstract Arabic move structures of RA abstracts

No. JAS

JSR

\ M1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-

M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

M3(S2)
Y MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)
r M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)
¢ MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(S2) M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)
o M1(S2)-M3(1A)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(S2)
1 M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M1(S2)
v M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M1(S2)
A M3(1A)-M3(S2) MI1(S1)-M1(S2)-M3(1A)
q MI(S1)-M3(1B) M3(1A)-M1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-

M3(S2)

\- M1(S1)-M3(1B)-(M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(S3)-M3(S2)

W MI1(S1)-M1(S2)

M1(S2)

M3(S2)

M3(1A)-M3(S2)-M3(1A)-

v M3(1A)-M3(1B) M3(1A)--M3(1B)-M3(S2)

\¥ M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2) M1(S1)-M2(1B)-M3(1A)-M3(S2)
\ M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2) MI(S1)-M3(1A)-M2(S1C)-M3(1B)
V0 M1(S2)-M3(1A)-M1(S1)- M1(S1)-M3(1A)-M3(1B)-M3(S2)

Similarly, Table 8 shows the sequence of moves used by English

writers. There was no common sequence of moves in these

abstracts. As with Arabic, there were two abstracts in English
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Table 6. Pattern of occurrence of Swales' (1990) CARs

model across Arabic and English

Arabic English
Move/Step N % N %
M]1: Establishing a territory
1. Claiming centrality and/or 15 50 9 30
2. Making topic generalizations 6 20 5 16.66
and/or
3. reviewing items of previous 0 0 1 33
research
M?2: Establishing a niche
1A. Counter-claiming or 0 0 0 0
1B. Indicating a gap or 1 6 20
1C. Question raising or 3.33 2 6.66
1D. Continuing a tradition 1 1 3.33
3.33
0 0
M3: Occupying the Niche
1A: Outlining purposes or 27 90 20 66.66
1B:Anouncing present research 17 23 76.66
56.66
2. Announcing principle findings 22 21 70
73.33
3. Indicating research article structure 1 33 1 33

In order to determine the preferred Swales'

(1990) move

structure used in both Arabic and English, each RA abstract was

examined to indentify its move structure. Table 7 summarizes the

move structures used in both JSR and JAS in Arabic. There was no

preferred move structures in Arabic RA abstracts since each journal

had different move structures. There were only two instances
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Swales' (1990) CARS model across Arabic and English

Table 6 below shows the extent to which Arab and English
writers employ Swales' (1990) CARs model in their RA abstracts.
Writers in both languages used Move 1 (Establishing a Territory)
and Move 2 (Establishing a Niche) less frequently in the RA
abstracts. Arab writers employed Steps 1 (50%) and 2 (20%) in
Move 1 more frequently than their English counterparts. Arab
writers seem to use Step 1 to persuade their discourse community
that their research is significant and well-established. Writers in
both languages showed similarity in that they almost avoided using
Move 2 in their RA abstracts. However, English writers used Step
1B more frequently (20%) to show that their research was carried
out to bridge a gap in the literature. With regard to Move 3
(Occupying the Niche), all the writers in the two languages
employed the first three steps in Move 1 (1A, 1B and 2) in their RA
abstracts writing. However, Arab writers used Step 1B
(Announcing present research) less frequently (56.66%) than their
English counterparts (76.66%). Step 3 (Indicating research article
structure) was almost avoided by the writers since it was only used
once in each language. The realization of Move 3 (Steps 1A, 1B
and 3) in the RA abstracts in Arabic and English support previous
cross-linguistic research (e.g., Candarh, 2012; Dindaeng, 2009;
Promsin, 2006) that described these steps as obligatory in RA

abstracts.
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. .. First part presents a definition of security . . ., and shows in
the second part the human being right in security, . . . and devotes
the third part to crime and the motives to commit it . . . (Eid, 2011)
(JSR)

At first, it reviews current academic and professional literature
on technology risks, human risks, and different categorizations of
cybercrimes and introduces a model for the relationships between
the risk categories and cybercrime categories. The rest of the paper
deals with the issue by introducing examples on how technology
development networks . . . could be utilized to make cyberspace
more secure.(Eskola, 2012) (JASR)

In summary, unlike Move 1 and Move 2, Move 3 (Occupying
the Niche) in Swales' (1990) CARs model was found to be the most
frequently used move by the writers in the four journals. The first
three steps in this move (1A, 1B and 2) were obligatory in all
journals except in the JASR. The realization of Step 1B and 2 in
the RA abstracts in this study is consistent with the findings of
andarh (2012) and Promsin (2006) who found these two steps to be
commonly used in their corpus. However, Step 1A is obligatory in
this study which is not confirmed by these previous studies. As for
Step 3, almost all researchers avoided using it, confirming
previous studies (e.g., andarh, 2012; Promsin, 2006) that described

this step as the least one used in RA abstracts.
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Woxo) (Y49 lbnall nue) ... oviall Eoxll legings (53 o) ... oYl bad>g
WS
..., the study showed that most of the strategies and plans of
organizing the society and keeping security . . . were not the subject
of systematic research . . . (Abdelmottelp, 2009) (JAS)

Results revealed that over 70% of offender observations fell into
four categories: hardened targets, natural surveillance, extended

guardianship, and formal surveillance. (Cardone & Hayes, 2012)
(JASR)

No significant differences in correct identification rates were
found across the target-present sized lineups. In addition, the target
was likely to “survive” at a comparable rate regardless of lineup
size. Moreover, there was no significant difference in correct
rejection rate as a function of lineup size.(Pozzulo, et al., 2010)
(JCPO)

As for Step 3 (Indicating research article structure), it is rarely
found in the corpus across the journals and the two languages.
Only two abstracts indicate the structure of the RA abstracts, one in
JASR and the other in JSR. These abstracts are illustrated as
follows.
oLl 3> Sl Gixaall (8 G ysug < (Y canyes JoYl Coxiall (. -
el eyl dsslul Jolgelly day el I Cixiall gansig « .. (Yl B

(AioVl Egoeal Alma) (Y1)
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The researcher selected 40 delinquents and 40 students. He
presented them to a psychological need test and an IQ test. .. (Al
Faioumi, 2010) (JAS)

In this research, 252 college students were asked the level of
coercive interrogation—Ilevels of pressure up to and including
torture—that they would approve of in response to various
scenarios involving criminal offenders and terrorists.(Homant &
Witkowski, 2011) (JASR)

A total of 282 participants, distributed over three age-groups (7—
9 vs. 11-13 year olds vs. adults), were exposed to an unfamiliar
voice for 40 seconds. After a two week delay, they were presented
with a 7-voice lineup. Half of the participants were exposed to a
target-present lineup (TP), and the other half to a target-absent
lineup (TA).(Ohman et al., 2011) (JPCP)

In this study, Step 2 (Announcing principle findings) in Move 3
is most frequently used in JPCP (100%), JAS (86%) and JSR
(60%). It is not obligatory in JPCP (40%). The following examples

illustrate the use of this step.

L wgio G +10 i 1ie Agtlax] Y3 513 §g y8 299 M gl oLl 18
(duioYl &gl doea) (YoVe Lasdila) ... cileganall
The results indicated that there were statistically significant
differences at 0.5 between the groups average... (Hashim, 2010)
(JSR)
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(Voo A BI) . Lol oY1 L Wy yg0g o ikl duind Jolis LI ol 13 2y
(ol 5301 o)
This study attempts to discuss the role of police in tourism
security . . . (Althafi, 2008) (JAS)

The purpose of this article is to analyze Inoculation Theory, . .
.(Breen & matusitz,2008) (JASR)

This study examined the reliability of earwitnesses using an

ecologically realistic experimental set-up.(Ohman et al., 2011)
(JASR)

Another obligatory step in Move 3 is Step 1B, (Announcing
present research). This step is frequently used among the RA
abstracts across the four journals and the two languages. However,
Arabic researchers used this move less frequently than the English

researchers. Some examples are as follows.

o) Al (o a1 le g b jlatl gjgs - Y (o aas a8g
ERSTRNE TR T
A questionnaire including a number of questions  was
distributed . . . (Alromaih, 2009) (JSR)

bl las ! aade Budogw. . Wb £+ 135 g . Ba> £+ Sl jlis] 1)y
(glo)_ﬁmp_é.” 3;.1.);0)(7'\° ‘QA%&\)...;:[&.'\JUL*J}'-b 4_3_m_a_dl
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Table 5. Pattern of occurrence of Swales' (1990) move 3

(Occupying the Niche)

JPCP JAS JSR
Move/Step JASR N N Total
N % % N % N

% %
Occupying the Niche
1A: Outlining purposes or 10 10 14 13 86.66 47

66.66 66.66 93.33 78.33
1B:Anouncing present 11 12 9 8 5333 40
research 73.33 80 60 66.66
2. Announcing principle 6 15 13 9 60 43
findings 40 100 86.66 71.66
3. Indicating research article 1 0 o 0 0 1 6.66 2
structure 6.66 3.33

According to Swales (1990), Step 1A (Outlining purposes)
serves as one of the two obligatory elements in Move 3. In this
study, the analysis of the results showed that Step 1A is widespread
in its use among the RA abstracts across the four journals and two
languages. Arabic writers used this step more frequently than their
English counterparts. The following examples present this

phenomenon.

(oYl rgondl Ama) (YoAe 103)) .. .. oLl Yol 3 yanlls Joliis dal yall 03>
This study deals with women trading-in phenomenon. . . (Zodah,
2010)
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A greater understanding of syberterrorism and its interpersonal
implications is needed, strategies need to be developed to prevent
and /or prepare for cyberterorist attacks. (Breen, 2008) (JASR)

To summarize, almost all the writers in the four journals avoided
using the steps in Move 2 (Establishing a Niche) . This finding is
in line with previous research (e.g., andarh, 2012; Dindaeng, 2009)
that showed Swales' Move 2 to the least used move in RA abstract.
A possible interpretation of this is that these steps are usually found
in the RA introductions, as Swales (1990) himself indicated,
because they require the use of steps such as 'indicating a gap' and
'question raising' and the ample space they have when writing the

RA introductions..

M3: Occupying the Niche

The last move is Swales' (1990) CARS model is Move 3
(Occupying the Niche). Table 5 shows the occurrence of the steps
of this move across the four journals and two languages. Overall,
this move occurs frequently in all journals across the two
languages, which support the findings of previous studies (e.g.,
Promsin, 2006) which indicated that this move is frequently used
and obligatory in RA abstracts.
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accordingly plan security policies. Moreover, the bulk of
researchers focused their attention on drug addiction on the
expense of drug circulation and smuggling . . . (Al-Falih, 2010)
(JSR)

Because correctional staff is such an integral part of corrections,
understanding job involvement and its impact on correctional
employees is important, yet it has received little attention in the
literature.(Breen & matusitz, 2088) (JASR)

Although eyewitness memory and identification have captured
substantial research interest in the past decades, an understanding
of the types and prevalence of errors typically made by
eyewitnesses is lacking. (Sharps et al., 2009) (JPCP)

Step 1C (Question raising) was used twice in JASR and once in
JSR as shown in the following examples.
iy ol 4alaall b Bl yall gl gy Lo saylill ¥l Jle LY . . .
839l b sty &)lae clgll 01a 8819 Lo g Sl jgkaio (o &agsl

(do¥l gl dono) (Y- o A (lagell) ..

What is the real situation of Saudi vehicular plates numbering
system from a mathematical perspective? How do vehicles plates
in KSA compare to their counterparts abroad? . .. (Al Awdan,
2008) (JSR)

There was only one example of Step 1D (Continuing a tradition)

used in JASR as shown below.
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Candarh, 2012; Dindaeng, 2009, Promsin, 2006). Table 4
summarizes the pattern of occurrence of these steps.
Table 4. Pattern of occurrence of Swales' (1990) move 2

(Establishing a Niche)

JAS JSR
JSAR JPCP
Total
Move/ Step N % N %
% N % N %
Establishing a Niche
1A. Counter-claiming or 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0
1B. Indicating a gap or 2 4 0 0 1 6.66 7
13.33  26.66 11.66
1C. Question raising or 2 0 0 1 666 3 5
1D. Continuing a tradition  13.33 0 0 0 0 O 1 1.66
1
6.66

None of the Arabic and English RA abstracts used Step 1A
(Counter-claiming). Step 1B (Indicating a gap) was used only twice
in JASR, four times in JPCP and once in JSR as shown in the

following examples.

B dpaliall ois Lo cuyal Al Sl g olwhll Jle alall G YL ..
O9) Balatwyl gy Waslly Lo amgll cla>Yl dule laxYy g2 ull gaixall
Ol bW bes L dueY! cluwlid! e (8 dudiwall elydiwl 8 oo salatwYl
sl ol blaill dayy> Slo aasbwlys (8 19)6) Cualally iUl (o Tuis
(oY gl Awa) (¥4 xla) 1391500 Lolazanl Y] Ji5_alé g yanill g geag il
An these which

phenomenon in the Saudi society show that they used descriptive

insight into studies investigated this

statistics to present data without using it to read the future and
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Prior research on the use of alcohol by police officers has shown
that there are correlations between the officers’ alcohol
consumption and stress or social relationships within the police
sub-culture. (Lindsay & Shelley, 2009) (JPCP)

The last step in this move is Step 3 (Reviewing items of
previous research). None of the Arabic RA abstracts in the two
journals used this step. There was only one example of this step in
JASR as shown below.

One school of thought, the consequentialists, finds that there are
at least some situations, such as the “ticking bomb,” in which some
level of torture is called for. Others, the deontologists, argue that
torture is never justified. They typically maintain that the ticking
bomb scenario is more myth than reality (Homant, Witkowski, &
Howell, 2008).  (Witkowski et al., 2011) (JASR)

In conclusion, the writers in the four police and security journals
varied in their use of Swales' (1990) Move 1 (Establishing a
Territory). Among the three steps in Move 1, Step 1 (Centrality
claiming) was the most frequently used one in the four journals.
The realization of Step 1 by the writers of the RA abstracts in this
study is consistent with the findings of Candarh (2012) who
concluded that there was a common practice with regard to the use
of Step 1 in Turkish and English RA abstracts.

M2: Establishing a Niche

With regard to the steps in M2 (Establishing a Niche), the
overall results showed that Move 2 is the least frequently used in

RA abstracts. This is consistent with previous studies (e.g.,
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The current study contributes to what is known about police
officers' attitudes toward rape. (Page, 2007). (JPCP)

With regard to Step 2 (Making topic generalizations),
researchers used it less across the two languages and the four
journals. Both JASR and JAS used it more frequently (20%) than
JPCP and JSR (13.33%). The following examples illustrate the use

of Step 1 in the four journals.

Syalls Ll duloeo 6 yalls (o lalgig o ylas absles g dayyoxll 01 Jlediwl o]
(0¥ &igoedl Aoma) (VW ilgastl) .. 391l clallg dalgnll I bndb 3gsy Y dpalle

The exacerbation of this crime, its growing danger, and its
transformation from a local to a global phenomenon are not only
due to globalization and the abolition of border. (Al-Adwani, 2011)
(JSR)

G Aoy dll ibalgall ol o 35 )Ll jgeo 1] ymainall Ao il iy
Aol doas aundi Sle ogdi Buax dald (o e Loy slailly (el Las> Jlro
(ol ymall dloeo) (Y +ayoeall 1ie)

Community police is considered one of the various forms of
citizens' cooperation with police in maintaining security and
keeping order, which represents a new philosophy based on
providing security services . .. (Abdulmajeed, 2011) (JAS)

Most of the debate surrounding the War on Terrorism has
focused on human rights abuses, suspensions, or partial
suspensions of the rule of law and the need for balance between
human rights and security. (Maras, 2010) (JASR)
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significant or well-established research area.” Swales (1990) found
that an average use of Step 1 in his 158 introductions was less than
50%. Overall, the results of this study did not support Swales'
findings since 66.6% of RA abstracts employed this Step.
However, RA abstracts across journals tell a different story. In
English, JASR used Step 1 more frequently (53.33%) than JPCP
which used it less frequently (6.66%). In Arabic, JAS used Step 1
more frequently (53.33%) than JSR (46.66%). The following

examples illustrate the use of Step 1 in the four journals.

5 Slsatxall Wl axlgs il 3 pubasdl m¥a dall (o Guombell Usdue
wooadll) . ole amy Tole 3133 ol aae Gy geainall 3 o 81 milll oY
(o ydudl yadll dloeo) (Y-
The problem of delinquents is one of the dangerous problems
that face all societies because a delinquent is a destructive tool in

the society, and that the number of delinquents is increasing
annually. . . .(Al Faioumi, 2010) (JAS)

Aol e Ll o u Yl dslaall b ollb Y el Us dio_andl
Yoo A dog o (a0 gl dmo) .l oYl jlndil L6 o s 13
To understand the problem of tires explosion in the Kingdom,

all factors leading to tires explosion must be studied. . . . (Ratrout,
2008) (JSR)

Shoplifting losses and resulting violence and disruption continue
to plague retail stores across the globe. (Cardone & Hayes, 2012).
(JASR)
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Despite the fact that Swales' (1990) CARS model was mainly
developed to describe the introduction section in RAs, several
researchers used it to describe the move structure of RA abstracts
(e.g., Pezzini, 2000; Rashidi & Ghaffarpour, 2010; among others).
In order to determine whether the move structure of a corpus of
sixty RA abstracts in Arabic and English in the field of police and
security sciences is in line with Swales' (1990) CARS model, each
abstract was completely analyzed for structural patterns of
organization.

M1: Establishing a Territory

The findings of the analysis of Move 1 (Establishing a Territory)
are presented in Table 3 below.

Table 3. Pattern of occurrence of Swales' (1990) move 1

(Establishing a Territory)

JAS JSR

Move/ Step JSAR JPCP N Total

N N % N %

% % N %
Establishing a Territory
1. Claiming centrality 8 1 7 8 53.33
and/or 5333 6.66 46.66 24 66.66
2. Making topic 3 2 2 3 20
generalizations and/or 20 13.33 13.33 10 16.66
3. reviewing items of 1 0 0 0 0 1
previous research 6.66 0 0 1.66

According to Swales (1990, p. 144), “centrality claims are
appeals to the discourse community whereby members are asked to

accept that the research about to be reported is part of a lively,
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legal and Islamic legislation topics. These articles were excluded
because they were irrelevant to the focus of this current study. All
RA abstracts are available online.

Data analysis and presentation procedures

In this study, the 60 RA abstracts were analyzed and compared
using two models of move structures: Swales' (1990) CARS model
Hyland's (2000) five-move model. These models have been widely
applied to sections of English research articles, including abstracts.
Each model was first applied to the English RA abstracts and then
to the Arabic RA abstracts.  Swales' model was first used to
identify the rhetorical structure of the English and Arabic RA
abstracts, followed by Hyland's (2000) model. In order to identify
the moves and steps in the corpus as precisely as possible, the
researcher familiarized himself with the two models and used the
information in Tables 1 and 2 as guidelines. In addition, he
reviewed a large number of studies which applied them to RA
abstracts across disciplines and languages to learn more about the
ways these moves and steps are identified. For the purpose of this
study, the frequency of occurrence of each move and its constituent
steps were statistically tallied and summed. Following previous
studies (e.g., Kanoksilapatham, 2005), a move is considered
obligatory if its frequency is 60% of the corpus and up in each
journal and language. Conversely, if a move occurs less than 60%
of the corpus, the move is considered optional.

Results and Discussion

Swales' (1990) CARS model across police and security

journals
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1. To what extent is the move structure of the RA abstracts in
the field of police and security sciences in Arabic and English
compatible with Swales' (1990) CARS model and Hyland's (2000)
five-move structure?

2. Does the move structure of the RA abstracts in Arabic
police and security research differ from those found in English?

3. Are there any cultural differences and similarities reflected
in the Arabic and English police and security RA abstracts?

Method

Corpus

The corpus consisted of 30 Arabic RA abstracts and 30 English
RA abstracts in the field of police and security sciences. The
Arabic RA abstracts are taken from two leading journals in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC): 15 RA abstracts from the
Security Research Journal (JSR) in Saudi Arabia, and 15 RA
abstracts from Al-Fikr Al-Shurti Journal (JAS) published in the
United Arab of Emirates. These two journals are the most well-
known in the Arab Gulf States, and have been publishing police
and security articles for more than 15 years. These two journals are
peer-reviewed. The English RA abstracts are taken from the
Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology (JPCP) and Journal of
Applied Security Research (JASR), with 15 RA abstracts taken
from each. These two journals are published in the United States
of America. The selection criterion of these RA abstracts was
based on the principle of relevancy. That is, articles which were
not directly related to police and/or security studies were ruled out.

For example, the JSR accepts and publishes articles that deal with
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of certain social sciences such as language sciences and natural
sciences such as biology. To the best of my knowledge, the RA
abstracts used in police and security sciences have not been
included in genre analysis despite the growth in security research in
the past decade. Furthermore, as shown in the literature review
above, RA abstracts produced in English and other languages such
as Chinese and Persian have been analyzed in several studies.
Arabic, as one of the most widely used language in the world, has
seldom been involved in cross linguistic and cultural studies on RA
abstracts analysis. Therefore, this study is conducted to fill this gap
in the literature on genre analysis field by examining the move
structures of RA abstracts in police and security sciences, and
across two distinct languages, Arabic and English.
Purpose of the study

This study analyzed and compared the moves structure of RA
abstracts in Arabic and English police and security sciences. This
investigation (a) described the rhetorical structure of police and
security abstracts in both Arabic and English; (b) compared the
consistency of the move structure of the RA abstracts with Swales'
(1990) CARS model and Hyland's (2000) five-move structure
model; (c) identified similarities and differences between the
structures of police and security abstracts written in Arabic and
English journals; and (d) suggested general implications to help
new researchers become familiar with the art of writing scientific
RA abstracts in the field of police and security sciences.

Research Questions

The research questions in this study are:
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moves. Besides, greater difference in move structure was seen
across languages in chemistry of which Li attributed to the
diversity in the writers’ disciplinary and linguistic backgrounds.

In a very recent study, Vakili and Kashani (2012) analyzed ten
Persian and English linguistics abstracts in terms of their moves
using both Swales’ (1990) CARS model and Hyland’s (2000)
model. The results showed that while the moves mentioned by
Hyland (2000) were totally typical to English research articles,
some significant variations existed in Persian RA abstracts. That is,
the purpose move and results move were frequently used in the
abstracts in both languages. But the conclusion move was found
prominent only in English but not in Persian.

With regard to Arabic, Alharbi and Swales (2011) examined 28
Arabic and English paired abstracts dealing with the language
sciences drawn from three journals. The analysis showed that the
move structures tended to be simple, often only background
findings. Differences between the two languages included greater
use of rhetorical and metaphorical flourishes in some Arabic texts
and increased attention to background knowledge in some of the
English ones. The two authors related their findings to certain
scholastic traditions in Arabic and to the fact that Arabic journals
have only recently required articles to be accompanied by abstracts.

To conclude, genre analysts have broadly employed move
analysis in identifying the rhetorical structures and variations in RA
abstracts writing across languages. The influences of languages on
RA abstracts' move structure have been explored in quite a few

studies. However, most of these studies concern the RA abstracts
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rhetorical patterns and some moves proposed by Swales were
found in RA abstracts, but not in the same order.

Van Bonn and Swales (2007) found that English and French RA
abstracts in the language sciences followed Swales' (1990) IMRD
model (introduction-method-results-discussion), but differed in the
use of linguistic features. They also found that English authors
justified their research by answering the question: “why this
research,” but French authors identified the aim of their research by
answering the question: “what the research attempts to do” (Van
Bonn & Swales, 2007, p. 97).

Ju (2004) identified the move structures of 20 English and 20
Chinese RA abstracts in language sciences using Swales' (1990)
IMRD model. The findings showed that English abstracts usually
had all the four moves in the RA abstracts, but Chinese abstracts
omitted the introduction and the discussion moves.

Jiang (2010) investigated the rhetorical structure of English and
Chinese applied linguistics RA abstracts. The results showed that
although English abstracts had a more complicated structure and
more flexible options of steps in Move 3, occupying the niche, no
significant differences were identified in both macrol] and microl’
structures in the two languages.

Following Hyland's (2000) five-move model, Li (2011)
identified the rhetorical structure of 40 RA abstracts from two
languages, English and Chinese and from two disciplines,
chemistry and linguistics. The results showed that linguistics RA
abstracts followed a conventional scheme, but chemistry abstracts

in the two languages did not exhibit the usual norms in terms of
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differently across languages and culture. A review of some of
these cross-linguistic and cultural studies is given below.
Cross-linguistic and cultural analysis of RA abstracts

A few studies have investigated the move structures of RA
abstracts cross[/linguistically and culturally. These studies were
motivated by the explosion of information and knowledge in the
academic world in the past two decades. These studies have shown
that researchers organize and present their RA abstracts differently
as a result of the diversity of their language backgrounds and
cultures (Li, 2011).

Within Swales' (1990) CARS model, Martin[IMartin (2003)
compared 160 English and Spanish RA abstracts in the field of
experimental phonetics and psychology. He found the three moves
proposed by Swales (1990) are clearly reflected in English
abstracts.  However, Move 2, Step 1B 'Indicating a gap'
significantly occurred more in English (41.77%) than in Spanish
(15%). Martin Martin concluded that the rhetorical structure of
scientific discourse is not universal and that the rhetorical variation
in these RA abstracts results from the relationship between the
writers and their discourse community.

In another cross-linguistic study, Pezzini (2003) investigated 18
RA abstracts in linguistics and translation studies journals, 6
written in English, 6 in Portuguese and 6 being their translations
into English. He attempted to verify whether the rhetorical patterns
of move structures found in RA abstracts coincide with those found
in Swales' (1990) CARS model. The results showed that the
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Table 2. Hyland's (2000) five-move structure for RA

abstracts
Hyland's
(2000, p. 67)
five-structure Function
move
) Establishes context of the paper and motivates the
Introduction ) ]

research or discussion.
In Indicates purpose, thesis or hypothesis, outlines the

Purpose ) ) )
intention behind the paper.
Pr Provides information on design, procedures,

Method .
assumptions, approach, data, etc.
States main findings or results, the argument, or what was

Product )
accomplished

. Interprets or extends results beyond scope of paper, draws
Conclusion ) ) o S

inferences, points to applications or wider implications.

In this framework, Hyland draws a distinction between the
abstract’s purpose and introduction because the former has a
different role from the introduction which provides a justification
for conducting the research. Furthermore, he used a product move
instead of the result move because it can better account for RA
abstracts from the social science fields, which sometimes include
not only a statement of empirical results but also a statement of the
argument (L1, 2011).

The above-mentioned move structures are common to all
academic disciplines (Dudley-Evans, 2000). However, some
previous studies (e.g., Li, 2011; Martin-Martin, 2003; Vakili &
Kashani, 2012) suggested that different moves might be used
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communicative function in a written or spoken discourse." (Swales,
2004, p. 228). In contrast, a step is "a lower level text unit than the
move that provides a detailed perspective on the options open to
the writer in setting out the moves in the introduction” (Dudley-
Evan, & St. John, 1998, p. 89).

Despite the fact that Swales (1990) proposed his CARS model
for RA introductions, other researchers used it to analyze other
sections in the RA, such as the abstract (e.g., Martin-Martin, 2003;
Pezzini, 2003; Pho, 2008), the method section (e.g., Lim, 2006),
the results section (e.g., Yang & Allison, 2004), and the discussion
section (e.g., Holmes, 2001).

Influenced by Swales' (1990, 2004) research on move analysis,
other genre analysts proposed alternative move structures for RA
abstracts ranging from four-move structure (Bhatia, 1993) to five-
move structure (Hyland, 2000; Santos, 1996; Swales & Feak,
2009). For example, Hyland (2000) based his five-move structure
on his analysis of 800 RA abstracts from various disciplines. This

move structure is shown in Table 2.
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Table 1. Swales' (1990) CARS model for RA introductions

Move

Examples

1. Establishing a Territory

Steps:

1: Claiming Centrality and/or

2: Making Topic
Generalizations and/or

3: Reviewing Items of

Previous Research

Stepl: The relationship between...has been
studied by many authors.

Step2: The...properties of...are still not
completely understood.

Step3: Chomsky and his co-workers have
recently...

(Swales, 1990, p. 144, 146, 150)

2. Establishing a Niche
Steps:

1A: Counter-claiming or
1B: Indicating a Gap or
1C: Question Raising or

1D: Continuing a Tradition

Stepl A: Emphasis has been on..., with scant
attention given to...

Step2B: The first group...cannot treat...and is
limited to...

Step3C: Both...suffer from the dependency
on...

Step4D: A question remains whether...

(Swales, 1990, p. 154, 156)

3. Occupying the Niche
Steps:

1A: Outlining Purposes or
1B: Announcing Present
Research

2:  Announcing Principal
Findings

3:  Indicating  Research

Article Structure

Step 1A: The aim of the present paper is to
give...

Step 1B: The present work extends the use of
the last model...

Step 2: This paper utilized the notion of...

Step 3: We have organized the rest of this paper
in the following way...

(Swales, 1990, p. 160, 161)

According to Swales (1990), these moves and steps in the RA

introductions occur in a certain order.

discoursal or

rhetorical

He defined a move as "a

unit that performs a coherent
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Introduction

The significance of an abstract in a research article lies in the
fact that it tells the reader what the whole paper is about. This
makes it an indispensable step that writers should prepare and
publish as part of the article, which allows them to join their
discourse community (Swales, 1993). Nowadays, millions of
research article (hereafter RA) abstracts are published annually and
most of these articles are only accessible through subscription or
direct purchase. Actually, abstracts, which are freely accessible,
help the reader decide to access the articles through subscription or
purchase. Therefore they should be prepared professionally to
inform the readers about the actual content of the whole research
article, and help them decide whether to purchase it or not.

The most influential theoretical framework for the study of RAs
is Swales' (1990) Create A Research Space (CARS) model. This
model replaced Swale's 1980's move-step model in which he
proposed four moves after analyzing 48 research articles in science:
(1) Establishing the filed; (2) summarizing previous research; (3)
preparing for present research; and (4) introducing present
research. As a result of the difficulty in differentiating between
certain moves reported by some researchers (e.g., Croakes, 1986),
Swales (1990) proposed three main moves for the RA introductions
and a number of obligatory and optional steps used to express each

move. Swales' CARS model is displayed in Table 1 below.
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Abstract:

As an academic genre, an abstract is an obligatory step that researchers
across disciplines and languages should write to join their discourse community.
Therefore, genre analysts have broadly employed move analysis in identifying
the rhetorical structures and variations in research article abstracts from a
specific discipline and across disciplinary areas. Analysis of abstracts has been
involved in a quite few cross[/linguistic and cultural studies, and never been
conducted on police and security abstracts. Hence, this study examined the
rhetorical structures of abstracts in police and security sciences, and across two
distinct languages, Arabic and English. The corpus consisted of 30 Arabic
abstracts and 30 English abstracts. The data was analyzed using two move
models: Swales' (1990) CARS model and Hyland's (2000) five-move structure.
The results showed that RA abstracts in both languages varied in their use of
Swales' moves and did not favor one pattern of moves. However, Move 3
(Occupying the niche) was found to be obligatory in all RA abstracts. Move 2
(Establishing a niche) was the least move used in these RA abstracts. The results
also showed that many of the Arabic RA abstracts employed three of Hyland's
moves: introduction, purpose, and product. In contrast, English RA abstracts
had the move sequence of introduction, purpose, method, and product. Most of
these RA abstracts omitted the conclusion move. From a disciplinary
perspective, the preferred move structure in police and security RA abstracts is
introduction, purpose, method, and product. Due to the variation in the use of
moves within the two languages; it is not possible to conclude that cross-
linguistic and cultural factors affected the way RA abstracts were written.

Keywords: Genre analysis, moves analysis, police and security research,
research abstract
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