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Saudi-American Relations during
the Suez Canal Nationalization Crisis in 1375/ 195

Dr. Bandar bin Safar Al-Ruqi
Department of History - Faculty Humanities College
King Khalid University

Abstract:

Saudi-American relations during Egypt's nationalization of the Suez Canal in
1956 played a major role in the course of events at that time. Saudi Arabia has
utilized these relations to direct the policy of the United States of America to adopt
its stance in managing this crisis, take a more moderate one in line with the Saudi
perception, and preserve Egypt's inalienable right to manage the affairs of the
canal. The Kingdom pressured the American side and addressed all Western
attempts that sought to internationalize the canal. This eventually led the United
States to be satisfied with the Saudi vision after it realized that its relations with
the Kingdom as a major strategic ally in the region would be at risk and that serious
damage would befall its interests if it lost this major ally. This ultimately led to
Egypt's success in nationalizing the Suez Canal.
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1, 1956"; in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July
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(1) "Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State
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(1) Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State
Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.273-5.
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(2) “Message From King Saud to President Eisenhower, Riyadh, August 24,
1956 “, in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26~
December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.294-5.
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Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.273-5.
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(1) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24,1956, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
(2) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24, 1956”, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
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