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Abstract

This paper aims to study one of the important autobiographies written lately in the Saudi
Literature titled: “Coming home” by [the Saudi linguist and translator], Hamza AlMozainy, in
which he documented some aspects of the Saudi Arabian social history, the transformation of the
country from universal illiteracy to universal literacy, in addition to highlighting some of the
most important aspects of the kingdom’s intellectual landscape and its main contributors. He
presented in this work his own personal history documenting it with information and facts.

The paper utilizes, in its methodology, the French Philosopher, Luien Goldmann’s,
“Worldview” theory. It comes in two parts: the first is a theoretical background that deals with
the paper’s two main concerns; that is, Autobiography’s definition and its constitutional aspects,
as well as the “Worldview” term and its epistemological foundations.

The second part is an analytical study that begins with a textual study of Almozainy’s
autobiography and its textual structure and Para-text. It outlines the structural differences in
content and style on two main levels that we might call each an independent unit. The paper
delimits each level and analyzes its literary structure and content. That will be followed by
analyzing the concept of the “Worldview” in connection with the idea that a literary work is a

holistic and homogeneous unit that has its own awareness, and its own uniqueness of outlook of
the World.

Key word: Autobiography, Saudi literature, worldview, Para-text, literary structure
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