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The Extent of the Inclusion of Visual Thinking Skills in
the Geography Curriculum for First Year of Secondary
School in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Muhammad bin Hareb Malifi Al-Sharief

Curriculum and Teaching Methods - College of Education in Dawadmi
shagra university

Abstract:

This study aimed to develop a list of visual thinking skills to
be integrated into the geography curriculum for first year of
secondary school in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the academic
year 1444 AH. It also sought to assess the extent to which these skills
are included in the course, using a descriptive content analysis
approach, the researcher identified key visual thinking skills that
should be included in the curriculum. The findings resulted in a list
of essential skills: The skill of recognizing the shape, the skill of
linking relationships in the visual form, the skill of analyzing the
visual form, the skill of perceiving and interpreting ambiguity in the
visual form, and its indicators, which consisted of (15) indicators.
The analysis revealed that the skill of recognizing visual forms was
the least emphasized, with an inclusion rate of (39.7%), while
linking relationships in visual content ranked second at (78.4%),
followed by analyzing visual forms at (77.3%), and interpreting
ambiguity at (77.2%). The highest inclusion rate, at (78.7%), was for
the skill of extracting meanings from visual content. The study
recommends enhancing the inclusion of the skill of recognizing
visual forms to align with the other visual thinking skills and
emphasizes the importance of clarity and relevance in visual
materials, particularly in titles and imagery used to foster these skills.

key words: social studies, visual form, high school, visual thinking.
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