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Diacritical Markings in the Holy Qur’an and Their Interpretation Among
Maghrebi and Mashrigi Scholars: A Comparative Study

Dr Mohammad Bin Abdullah Al-Hasaean
Department of the Qur’an and its Sciences - Faculty of Sharia,
Qassim University

Abstract:

This study investigates a range of diacritical and phonetic symbols used by scholars
of Qur’anic recitation from both the Maghreb and the Mashriqg to annotate the text of the
Holy Qur’an. These markings were developed to protect the Qur’an from distortion and
ensure its accurate transmission, recitation, and preservation. The research focuses on
how each scholarly tradition applied these symbols, highlighting both points of
agreement and divergence, and presenting the linguistic and methodological
justifications behind their choices.

The paper consists of an introduction, a preliminary section, five main chapters, and
a conclusion summarizing the principal findings. The introduction outlines the research
objectives, significance, methodology, and relevant prior scholarship. The preliminary
section provides essential background on the science of Qur’anic diacritics (‘ilm al-dabt),
including definitions, major schools of thought, historical development, and evolution.

The five chapters cover: (1) the presence or absence of dotting in certain letters and
its rationale; (2) the rules governing the annotation of the non-vocalized nan; (3) the
principles and signs of elongation (madd); (4) the marking of clearly articulated and
assimilated letters; and (5) the orthographic treatment of the glottal stop (hamzah).

The core objective of the study is to explain the reasoning behind the diacritical
conventions used in Qur’anic manuscripts across the Islamic East and West. It also aims
to highlight the rigorous scholarly efforts made by reciters and grammarians in both
regions to safeguard the integrity of the Holy Qur’an through meticulous attention to its
script and pronunciation.

One of the study’s key findings is that these diacritical systems were the result of
deliberate and informed scholarly work. Both Maghrebi and Mashrigi scholars pursued
correctness and linguistic soundness in their respective approaches. Their differences in
diacritical practice do not represent errors, but rather multiple valid interpretations rooted
in the rules of the Arabic language and its oral tradition. Each mark serves a pedagogical
purpose, guiding the reader toward proper recitation.

key words: punctuation marks - guidance - Al-Masharigah School - Al-

Magharibah School
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Romanized List of Resources

1. 1rshad al-talibin ila dabt al-kitab al-mubin, ed. Muhammad Salim
Muhaysin, printed at the expense of the Azhar Institutes Sector, 1436—
1437 AH, 1 vol.

2. Usil al-dabt wa-kayfiyyatuhu “ala jihat al-ikhtisar, author: Abii Dawiid
Sulayman ibn Najah, ed. Ahmad Ahmad Sharshal, Madinat al-
Munawwara: King Fahd Complex, 1427 AH, 1 vol.

3. I al-kayl bi-sharh matn al-dhayl, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Ali Misa,
Kuwait: Ghiras Press, 1st ed., 2006 CE, 1 vol.

4, Iqaz al-himam bi-sharh dabt Warsh wa-Qaliin al-Asamm, Shaykh
Muhammad al-Qadi al-Hajjaji, 1st ed., 1998 CE, privately funded in
Nouakchott.

5. ‘Alamat al-dabt fi al-masahif bayna al-waqi® wa-al-ma'mil, Ahmad
Khalid ShukrT, in: Proceedings of the King Fahd Complex Symposium
on Qur’an Printing, vol. 3, Safar 1436 AH.

6. al-Tarjih wa-al-ta‘lil li-rasm wa-dabt ba‘d kalimat al-tanzil, Ahmad
Khalid Shukri, Majallat Ma ‘had al-Imam al-Shatibi, Jeddah, no. 3, 1428
AH.

7. al-Tawjih al-sadid fi rasm wa-dabt al-Qur’an al-majid, Ahmad ibn
Ahmad Sharshal, Hawliyat Kulliyat al-Shari‘a wa-al-Qantin, Qatar
University, no. 20, 1423 AH / 2002 CE.

8. Dabt al-Qur’an al-karim: nasha’tuhu wa-tatawwuruh wa-‘inayat al-
‘ulama@’ bihi, Salim al-Zahrani, in: Proceedings of the First World
Congress of Qur’anic Studies, Fez, Morocco, 2011 CE.

9. al-Tarmiz al-lawni fi al-masahif al-sharifa bayna istilahat al-salaf wa-
da‘wa al-tajdid, Hasan Hamita, Proceedings of the King Fahd Complex
Symposium on Qur’an Printing, vol. 3, 1436 AH.

10.Madhahib al-‘ulamd’ fi taqdir al-mahdhif wa-tahdid al-za’'id wa-
atharuha fi dabt al-mushaf, Ghanim Qudari, Proceedings of the King
Fahd Complex Symposium on Qur’an Printing, vol. 3, 1436 AH.

11.Athar al-Qur’an al-karim fi al-khatt al-‘arabi, Kamal ‘Id Jasim al-
Jumayli, Majallat al-Buhiith wa-al-Dirasat al-Qur’aniyya, published by
the King Fahd Complex, no. 9, 1432 AH.

2.T?1j al-‘artis min jawahir al-qamas, author: Abit al-Fayd Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Husayni al-Murtada al-Zabidi (d.
1205 AH), ed. group of scholars, Cairo: Dar al-Hidayah.

13.Tarikh al-Qur’an al-karim, Muhammad Tahir ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Kurdi
(d. 1400 AH), Jeddah: Matba‘at al-Fath, 1946 CE.

14.al-Tahdid fi al-itqan wa-al-tajwid, author: ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Dani (d.
444 AH), ed. Ghanim Quduri, Baghdad: Maktabat Dar al-Anbar, 1st ed.,
1988 CE, 1 vol.

15.al-1ami* al-mufid li-ahkam al-rasm wa-al-dabt wa-al-qira’a wa-al-tajwid,
author: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi al-Qasim, known as Ibn al-Qadt al-
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Miknasi (d. 1082 AH), ed. Anas al-Kandari, published in Majallat al-
Wa'y al-Islami, Kuwait, issue no. 143, 2017 CE.

16.al-Durra al-saqila fi sharh abiyat al-‘Aqila, Abii Bakr ‘Abd al-Ghani,
known as al-Labib, ed. ‘Abd al-‘Ali Za‘biil, Doha: Ministry of Islamic
Affairs, Qatar, 1st ed., 2011 CE, 1 vol.

17.Daril al-hayran ‘ala Mawrid al-Zam’an fi fannay al-rasm wa-al-dabt, by
Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Kharraz, commentary by Ibrahtm al-Marghani al-
Tunist, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Bakkari, Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2005 CE, 1
vol.

18.Rasm al-mushaf wa-dabtuhu bayna al-tawqif wa-al-istilahat al-haditha,
Sha‘ban Muhammad Isma‘Tl, Cairo: Dar al-Salam li-al-Tiba‘a wa-al-
Nashr, 3rd ed., 2012 CE, 1 vol.

19.Rasm al-mushaf wa-naqtuhu, ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Farmawi, Mecca: al-
Maktaba al-Makkiyya, 1st ed., 2004 CE, 1 vol.

20.aI—Ri‘a’1ya li-tajwid al-qira’a wa-tahqiq lafz al-tilawa, Abt Muhammad
Makkt ibn Ab1 Talib al-Qaysi, ed. Muhammad Hashim ‘Abd al-‘Aziz,
Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Tawfiqiyya, 1 vol.

21.al-Sabil ila dabt kalimat al-tanzil, Shaykh Ahmad Muhammad Abi
Zaytar, ed. Yasir Ibrahim al-Mazrii ‘T, Kuwait: Ministry of Awqaf, Isted.,
2009 CE, 1 vol.

22.Sirr sina‘at al-i‘rab, author: Aba al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn Jinni al-Mawsili (d.
392 AH), Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, 1st ed., 1421 AH /2000 CE,
2 vols.

23.Samir al-talibin fi rasm wa-dabt al-kitab al-mubin, Shaykh ‘Al
Muhammad al-Dabba‘, Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Azhariyya li-al-Turath, 1st
ed., 1999 CE, 1 vol.

24.Subh al-a‘sha fi sind‘at al-insha’, Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn Ahmad al-Fazari
al-Qalgashandi al-Qahirt (d. 821 AH), Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Timiyya,
15 vols.

25.aI—Dabt al-mushafT: nasha’tuhu wa-tatawwuruh, ‘Abd al-Tawwab Mursi
al-Akirt, Cairo: Maktabat al-Adab, 1st ed., 2008 CE, 1 vol.

26.Tabaqét al-nahwiyyin wa-al-lughawiyyin, Abti Bakr Muhammad ibn al-
Hasan ibn ‘Ubayd Allah al-Zubaydrt al-AndalusT al-Ishbili (d. 379 AH),
ed. Muhammad Abi al-Fadl Ibrahim, 2nd ed., Cairo: Dar al-Ma ‘arif.

27.aI-Tiréz fi sharh dabt al-Kharraz, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Tinsi, ed. Ahmad Ahmad Sharshal, Madinat al-Munawwara:
King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Qur’an, 2nd ed., 2011 CE, 1
vol.

28.Kitabat al-Mushaf al-Sharif wa-tiba‘atuhu: tarikhuha wa-atwaruha,
Muhammad Salim ibn Shadid al-‘Awfi, Madinat al-Munawwara: King
Fahd Complex, 4th ed., 2014 CE, 1 vol.

29.Lisan al-‘Arab, author: Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘Alj,
Ibn Manziir al-Ansari al-Ruwayfa'1 al-Ifriqi (d. 711 AH), Beirut: Dar
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Sadir, 3rd ed., 1414 AH, 15 vols.

30.Mabahith fi ‘ulim al-Qur’an, Subhi al-Salih, Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li-al-
Malayin, 24th ed., 2000 CE, 1 vol.

31.al-Muhkam fi naqt al-masahif, Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id ibn
‘Uthman Abt ‘Amr al-Dani (d. 444 AH), ed. ‘Izza Hasan, Damascus:
Dar al-Fikr, 2nd ed., 1407 AH, 1 vol.

32.Mukhtasar al-tabyin lihija’ al-tanzil, Abi Dawiid Sulayman ibn Najah al-
Andalust (d. 496 AH), ed. Ahmad Sharshal, Madinat al-Munawwara:
King Fahd Complex, 1423 AH / 2002 CE, 5 vols.

33.Madkhal ila al-ta‘rif bi-al-Mushaf al-Sharif, Hazim Sa‘id Haydar,
Jeddah: Imam al-Shatibi Institute Publications, 1st ed., 2014 CE, 1 vol.

34.aI—Mushaf al-Hasani bi-riwayat Warsh ‘an Nafi*, printed in the Kingdom
of Morocco.

35.Mushaf al-Shamarli bi-riwayat Hafs “an ‘Asim, commonly printed in
Egypt.

36.aI—Mushaf al-Muhammadi bi-riwayat Warsh ‘an Nafi', printed in the
Kingdom of Morocco.

37.Masahif Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, in the
transmissions of Warsh, Qaliin, Shu ‘bah, Hafs, and al-Dir1.

38.Mu‘jam maqayTs al-lugha, author: Abt al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Faris al-
Qazwini al-Raz1 (d. 395 AH), ed. ‘Abd al-Salam Hariin, Beirut: Dar al-
Fikr, 1979 CE, 6 vols.

39.al-Maqasid fi al-mashhir min ‘ilm dabt al-masahif, a short treatise by
‘Adil Ibrahim Abii Sha‘r, published by the Jordanian Society for the
Preservation of the Qur’an.

40.aI—Muqni‘ fi rasm masahif al-amsar, ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id ibn ‘Uthman Aba
‘Amr al-Dant (d. 444 AH), ed. al-Sadiq Qamhawi, Cairo: Maktabat al-
Kulliyyat al-Azhartyya, 1 vol.

4]. al-Muyassar f1 ‘ilm rasm al-mushaf wa-dabtihi, Ghanim Qudari al-Hamd,
Markaz al-Dirasat al-Qur’aniyya, Imam al-Shatibi Institute, 2012 CE, 1
vol.

42.al-Nashr fi al-qira’at al-‘ashr, Shams al-Din Ibn al-Jazari, Muhammad
ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf (d. 833 AH), 4th ed., Maktabat al-Sawadj,
1992 CE, 1 vol.

43.aI-Naqt (published with al-Mugqni*), ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Dani (d. 444
AH), ed. Muhammad al-Sadiq Qamhaw1, Cairo: Maktabat al-Kulliyyat
al-Azharlyya, 1 vol.

44 al-Wasila ila kashf al-‘Aqila, Abii al-Hasan ‘Alam al-Din Abii al-Hasan
‘Alt ibn Muhammad al-Sakhawi (d. 643 AH), Riyadh: Maktabat al-
Rushd, 3rd ed., 2005 CE, 1 vol.
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