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The Diminishing of the Earth from Its Extremities
Between the Literal Meaning and Interpretive Reading: An Applied Usuli
Study

Dr. Faleh ibn Sayyad ibn Rubay‘an Al-Dossar
Department of Shari - Faculty Sharia and Islamic

King Faisal University

Abstract:

This study explores the application of the principle of ta’wil (interpretation)
and its impact on diverting the meaning of a term from its apparent sense,
specifically in the interpretation of the phrase "diminishing of the earth" as
mentioned in the Qur'an. The research examines how exegetes have inclined
toward interpretative readings based on sensory perception, and assesses the extent
to which the interpretative principle has been adhered to in diverting the apparent
meaning. This is done in light of evidences and contextual indicators that support
the literal interpretation, as well as the foundational principle governing textual
interpretation within the framework of Islamic legal theory.

key words: : Nugsan al-Ard (The Earth's Diminishing), Dalalat al-Zahir
(Apparent/Literal Meaning), Al-Ta’wil (Figurative/Non-Literal Interpretation),
Tafsir al-Nass (Textual Exegesis), Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic

Jurisprudence).
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Romanized List of Resources

1.
2.

3.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

al-Qur’an al-Karim.

al-Ibhaj fi Sharh al-Minhaj, ‘Alf ibn ‘Abd al-Kafi al-Subki, tahqiq:
Jama‘ah, t. 1, 1404 AH, Dar al-Kutub al- Timiyyah.

al-lhkam fi Usil al-Ahkam, al-Amidi, tahqiq: Dr. Sayyid al-Jumayli,
1404 AH, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.

al-Ard fi al-Qur’an al-Karim, Dr. Zaghlal al-Najjar, t. 1, 1426 AH, Dar
al-Ma ‘rifah.

al-Isharah fi Ma‘rifat al-Ustl, Abt al-Walid Sulayman ibn Khalaf al-
Baji, tahqiq: Muhammad Hasan Isma‘il, t. 1, 1424 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah.

Ustl Ibn Muflih, Muhammad ibn Muflih al-Maqdisi, tahqiq: Dr. Fahd
al-Sudhan, t. 1, 1420 AH, Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan.

Adwa’ al-Bayan fi Idah al-Qur’an bi-al-Qur’an, Muhammad al-Amin
al-Shanqiti, 1415 AH, Dar al-Fikr.

I‘lam al-Muwaqgi‘In ‘an Rabb al-‘Alamin, Ibn al-Qayyim, tahqiq: Taha
‘Abd al-Ra’uf, 1973 CE, Dar al-Jil.

al-A‘lam, Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, t. 5, 1980 CE, Dar al- ‘Tim.

. al-Bahr al-Muhtt fi Usal al-Figh, Muhammad ibn Bahadur al-Zarkashi,

tahqiq: Dr. Muhammad Tamir, t. 1, 1421 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah.

Badhl al-Nazar f1 al-Usiil, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Asmandi,
tahqiq: Dr. Muhammad Zaki, t. 1, 1412 AH, Dar al-Turath.

al-Burhan fi Usil al-Figh, Abt al-Ma‘ali al-Juwayni, tahqiq: Dr. ‘Abd
al-‘Azim al-Dib, 1418 AH, Dar al-Wafa’.

Bayan al-Mukhtasar, Mahmiid ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Isfahani, tahqiq:
Dr. Muhammad Mazhar, t. 1, 1406 AH, Jami‘at Umm al-Qura.
al-Tahbir Sharh al-Tahrir, ‘Ali ibn Sulayman al-Mirdawi, tahqiq:
Majmii‘ah min al-Muhaqqiqin, 1421 AH, Maktabat al-Rushd.
al-Tashil li- Ulam al-Tanzil, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Gharnati, 1403
AH, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi.

Tafsir Ibn “Atiyyah (al-Muharrar al-Wajiz), Ibn ‘Atiyyah al-Andalusi,
tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi, t. 1, 1413 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah.

Tafsir al-Bahr al-Muhit, Aba Hayyan al-Andalusi, Dar al-Fikr.

Tafsir al-Baghawi (Ma‘alim al-Tanzil), al-Baghawi, tahqiq: Majm ‘ah,
t. 4, 1417 AH, Dar Tayyibah.

Tafstr al-Baydawt (Asrar al-Tanzil), ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar al-Baydawd,
Dar al-Fikr.

Tafsir al-Tha‘alabi (al-Jawahir al-Hisan), ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Muhammad al-Thaalabi, Mu’assasat al-A ‘lami.

Tafsir al-Razi (al-Tafsir al-Kabir aw Mafatih al-Ghayb), Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi, 1421 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah.

TafsTr al-Zamakhshart (al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq al-Tanzil), al-
Zamakhsharf, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Razzaq ‘Abd al-Mahdi, Ihya’ al-Turath.
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.
39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Tafsir al-TabarT (Jami* al-Bayan {1 Ta’wil al-Qur’an), Ibn Jarir al-
Tabari, tahqiq: Ahmad Shakir, t. 1, 1420 AH, al-Risalah.

Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Aziz, Ibn Abi Zamanin, tahqiq: Husayn ibn
‘Ukkashah, Muhammad al-Kanz, t. 1423 AH, Dar al-Fariq al-Hadithah.
Tafsir al-Qur’an al-'Azim, Isma ‘il ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Dimashdf,
tahqiq: Mahmad Hasan, t. 1414 AH, Dar al-Fikr.

al-Taqrib wa-al-Irshad al-Saghir, Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib al-
Bagillani, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Hamid Abt Zanid, t. 2, 1418 AH, al-Risalah.
al-Talkhis fi Usil al-Figh, Abt al-Ma‘ali al-Juwayni, tahqiq: ‘Abd
Allah al-Nabali, t. 1417 AH, al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyyah.

al-Tamhid fi Usil al-Figh, Aba al-Khattab al-Kalwadhani, tahqiq: Dr.
Mufid Aba ‘Amshah, t. 1, 1406 AH, al-Madani.

Taysir al-Tahrir, Muhammad Amin Badshah, Dar al-Fikr.

Jami' Bayan al-‘1lm wa-Fadlihi, Yasufibn ‘Abd Allah al-Qurtub,
tahqiq: Fawwaz Zumarli, t. 1, 1424 AH, Mu’assasat al-Rayyan.

Riah al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-*AzIm wa-al-Sab“ al-Mathani,
Mahmiid al-Alfisi, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi.

Zad al-Masir 1 ‘Ilm al-Tafsir, Ibn al-Jawzi, t. 1404 AH, al-Maktab al-
Islami — Bayrit.

Sharh al-Kawkab al-Munir, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Fattihi, tahqiq:
Muhammad al-Zuhayli and Nazith Hammad, t. 2, 1418 AH, al-
‘Ubaykan.

Sharh Tangth al-Fustl, Abt al-*Abbas Ahmad ibn Idris al-Qarafi, t.
1424 AH, Dar al-Fikr.

Sharh Mukhtasar al-Rawdah, Sulayman al-Tufi, tahqiq: Dr. ‘Abd Allah
al-Turki, t. 1, 1407 AH, Mu’assasat al-Risalah.

Sharh Mukhtasar al-Muntaha, ‘Adud al-Din al-Iji, tahqiq: Muhammad
Hasan, t. 1, 1424 AH, al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah.

Sahth al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il al-Bukhari, tahqiq: Dr.
Mustafa al-Bugha, t. 3, 1407 AH, Dar Ibn Kathir.

Sahth Muslim, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Naysaburi, Dar al-Jil.
al-'Uddah fi Usil al-Figh, Abt Ya‘la Ibn al-Farra’, tahqiq: Dr. Ahmad
Sir al-Mubaraki, t. 2, 1410 AH, al-Riyad.

Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahth al-Bukhari, Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalant, t. 1379
AH, Dar al-Ma ‘rifah.

Fath al-Qadir al-Jami‘ bayna Fanay al-Riwayah wa-al-Dirayah min ‘Ilm
al-Tafsir, Muhammad ibn ‘Al al-Shawkani, Dar al-Fikr.

al-Fustl fT al-Usl, al-Jassas, tahqiq: Dr. ‘Ajil al-Nashmi, t. 1, 1405 AH,
Wizarat al-Awqaf al-Kuwaytiyyah.

Fawatih al-Rahamaut bi-Sharh Muslim al-Thubit, ‘Abd al-“Ali ibn
Nizam al-Din al-Ansari, tahqiq: ‘Abd Allah Mahmad Muhammad, t. 1,
1423 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah.

al-Kashf wa-al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an, al-Tha‘labi, tahqiq: Ibn
‘Ashir, t. 1, 1422 AH, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-Arabi.
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Lisan al-‘Arab, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Manzir al-Ifriqf, t. 1,
Dar Sadir.

al-Luma“ fi Usil al-Figh, Aba Ishaq Ibrahim ibn ‘Alf al-Shirazi, t. 1,
1405 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah.

al-Mahsal fT ‘Ilm Usal al-Figh, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Razi, tahqiq:
Taha Jabir, t. 1, 1399 AH, Jami‘at al-Imam.

al-Mustasfa min ‘TIlm al-Usil, Aba Hamid al-Ghazali, tahqiq:
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam, t. 1, 1413 AH, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah.
al-Musawwadah fi Usil al-Figh, Al Taymiyyah, tahqiq: Muhammad
MuhyT al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid, Maktabat al-Madant.

Maqayis al-Lughah, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariyya, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-
Salam Haran, t. 1399 AH, Dar al-Fikr.

al-Muwafaqat, Ibrahim ibn Miisa al-Shatibi, tahqiq: Mashhiir Al
Salman, t. 1, 1417 AH, Dar Ibn ‘Affan.

Nashr al-Bunid ‘ala Maraqi al-Su‘td, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim al-
Shinditt, ‘inayah: al-Day Wald Sid1 Baba.

Nafa’is al-Usiil fi Sharh al-Mahsiil, al-Qarafi, tahqiq: ‘Adil ‘Abd al-
Mawjud, Maktabat al-Baz.

Nihayat al-Wustl fi Dirayat al-Usil, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim al-
Hindi, tahqiq: Dr. Salih al-Ysuf and Dr. Sa‘d al-Suwayh, t. 1, 1416
AH, al-Maktabah al-Tijariyah.

al-Wadih fi Usil al-Figh, Ibn “Aqil al-Baghdadi, tahqiq: Dr. ‘Abd Allah
al-Turki, t. 1, 1420 AH, Mu’assasat al-Risalah.
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