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Abstract

The theory of The Interest of the Servants among the Mu'tazilah is one of the
manifestations of their reliance on reason in theology. This theory has had a
significant impact on their stance on the attributes of God, His actions, divine
decree, taklif (religious obligation), and the fate of those obligated. They have
measured Allah (Exalted be He) by His creation, leading to
anthropomorphization, denial, beautification, vilification, obligation, prohibition,
and a failure to truly appreciate Allah's greatness.

Given the numerous theological and methodological problems and invalid
implications of this theory, this research aims to study and critique it in light of
the creed of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah. After an introduction to the Mu'tazilah's
concept of The Interest of the Servants, the first section examines the aspects of
their consideration of it in their five fundamental principles through three
reference principles: Tawhid (Unity of God), Adl (Justice), and Al-Manzilah
Bayn al-Manzilatein (The Middle Position between Two Extremes). The second
section deals with the methodological foundations of this theory among them,
based on analogy between the seen and the unseen and rational beautification
and vilification. The third section is dedicated to clarifying the problems and
implications of this theory.

The research, which employed the methodologies of induction, analysis, and
criticism, concluded with results, most notably that the theory of The Interest of
the Servants has a profound impact on the principles of the Mu'tazilah. It is based
on a false analogy and purely rational judgments. It also contains, in many ways,
theological and methodological falsehoods, both in commission and omission. Its
implications include anthropomorphization, denial, and corruption of
methodology. This theory is not a consistent system but rather represents a path
among the paths of Mu'tazilite denial. The study also shows that the creed of
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama'ah is the correct creed that includes the establishment of
truth and the refutation of dissenters.

Keywords: The Interest of the Servants, Mu'tazilah, Theological Sects, Islamic
Creed
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Muslim, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1417 AH.

al-Shari‘ah, 1li-Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah
al’ajry, tahqiq al-Duktiir ‘Abd Allah al-Dumayji, Dar al-watan, al-
Riyad, Tab‘ah ul4, in 1418 AH.

Shifa’ al-‘alil fi masa’il al-qada’ wa-al-gadar wa-al-hikmah wa-al-ta‘lil,
li-1bn al-Qayyim, tahqiq ‘Umar al-Hafyan, Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan,
al-Riyad, Tab‘ah wla 1420h, wa-Tab‘at ukhra bi-tahqiq Zahir
Bilfagth, Dar ‘ata’at al-‘Ilm, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1441
AH.

al-Safadiyah, li-Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, tahqiq al-Duktar
Muhammad Rashad Salim, Maktabat Ibn Taymiyah, al-Qahirah,
(D.T.).

al-Sawa‘iq al-mursalah fi al-radd ‘ala al-Jahmiyah wa-al-Mu‘attilah, li-
Ibn al-Qayyim, tahqiq al-Dukttr ‘Al al-Dukhayyil Allah, Dar al-
‘Asimah, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah il in 1408 AH.

Tariq al-hijratayn wa-Bab al-sa‘adatayn, li-lbn al-Qayyim, tahqiq
Muhammad Ajmal, Dar ‘ata’at al-‘Ilm, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah Rabi‘ah,
in 1440 AH.

‘Aqidat al-Salaf ashab al-hadith, lil-Imam Abt ‘Uthman [sma‘1l al-Sabiin,
tahqiq al-Duktiir Nasir al-Juday‘, Dar al-‘Asimah, al-Riyad,
Tab‘ah 1l4, in 1415 AH.

‘Uytin al-masa’il waljwabat ma‘a Kitab al-maqalat, li-Abt al-Qasim al-
Balkhi, tahqiq al-Duktir Husayn khansw wzmylh, Dar al-Fath,
Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1442 AH.

al-‘Awasim wa-al-qawasim fi al-dhabb ‘an sanat Abi al-Qasim, li-
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Wazir, dabatahu wa-kharraja
ahadithahu al-Shaykh Shu‘ayb al-Arna’fit, Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
Bayriit, Tab‘ah thalithah, in 1415 AH.

al-Firaq bayna al-firaq, 1°‘bdalqahr al-Baghdadi, tahqiq Muhammad Muhyi
al-Din ‘Abd-al-Hamid, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyah, in 1416 AH.

Alfisal fi al-milal wal’hwa’ wa-al-nihal, li-Abi Muhammad °‘All ibn
Ahmad ibn Hazm, ‘Inayat Ahmad Shams al-Din, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘[lmtyah, Bayriit, Tab‘ah l4, in 1416 AH.

Fadl al-i‘tizal wa-tabaqat al-Mu‘tazilah wmbaynthm 1i-s2’ir al-
mukhalifin, lil-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-Hamadhani, dimna Kitab Fadl al-
i‘tizal wa-tabaqat al-Mu‘tazilah, tahqiq al-Duktir Fu’ad Sayyid,
al-Dar al-Ttnistyah, (D.T.).

Falsafat al-qadar fi fikr al-Mu‘tazilah, lil-Duktiir Samih Dughaym, Dar al-
Fikr al-Lubnani, Bayrit, Tab‘ah Gila in 1992 AD.

Falsafat al-Mu‘tazilah, lil-Duktir Albir Nasri Nadir, Dar al-Warraq,
Bayriit, Tab‘ah Gl4, in 2018 AD.

F1 ‘ilm al-kalam: al-Asha‘irah, lil-Duktir Ahmad Mahmiid Subhi,
Mu’assasat al-Thaqafah al-Jami‘Tyah, al-Iskandartyah, in 1992
AD.

F1 ‘ilm al-kalam: al-Mu‘tazilah, lil-Duktir Ahmad Mahmiid Subhi,
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Mu’assasat al-Thaqafah al-Jami‘Tyah, al-Iskandariyah, in 1992
AD.

Qadiyat al-Khayr wa-al-sharr ladda mufakkiri al-Islam, lil-Duktar
Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Jalaynad, Dar Qiba’, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah
sadisah, in 2006 AD.

Qiyas al-gha’ib ‘ala al-Shahid lada al-falasifah wa-al-mutakallimin wa-
atharuh ‘rdan wnqdan ‘ala daw’ Manhaj ahl al-Sunnah wa-al-
jama‘ah, li-Kamal Salim al-Suraysir, Risalat majistir ghayr
manshtirah, Jami‘at Umm al-Qurd, in 1421 AH.

al-Kamil fT al-istigsa’ fima balaghana min kalam al-qudama’, li-Mukhtar
ibn Mahmud al-‘Ajjali al-Mu‘tazili, tahqiq al-Duktar al-Sayyid
Muhammad al-Shahid, al-Majlis al-A‘la lil-Shu’dn al-Islamiyah,
al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah tl4, in 1420 AH.

Kashshaf istilahat al-Funun wa-al-‘Ulim, li-Muhammad ibn °‘AlT al-
Tahanawi, Ashraf ‘ala tahqiqihi al-Duktir Rafiq al-‘Ajam,
Maktabat Lubnan, Bayriit, Tab‘ah 014, in 1996 AD.

al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid al-tanzil wa-‘uytn al-aqawil fl Wujih
al-ta’wil, li-Mahmitd ibn ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, Bayriit, Tab‘ah Thalah, in 1407 AH.

Lawami‘ al-anwar al-bahiyah wa-sawati‘ al-asrar al-Athariyah li-sharh al-
Durrah al-mudiyah fi ‘aqd al-firgah al-mardiyah, li-Muhammad
Ibn Ahmad alsffaryny al-Hanbali, Mu’assasat al-khafiqayn,
Dimashq, Tab‘ah thantyah, in 1402 AH.

Mutashabih al-Qur’an, lil-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-Hamadhani, tahqiq al-Duktiir
‘Adnan Zarzir, Maktabat Dar al-Turath, al-Qahirah, in 1969 AD.

Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, li-Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, jam‘ al-Shaykh
‘Abd-al-Rahman ibn Qasim, Tab‘ah al-Riyad, (D.T.).

Majmi‘ah al-rasa’il wa-al-masa’il, 1i-Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah,
‘allaga ‘alayhi Muhammad Rashid Rida, Lajnat al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, al-Qahirah, (D.T.).

Madrasat al-Basrah al-i‘tizaliyah, lil-Duktiir Sa‘idd Murad, Maktabat al-
Anjlu al-Misriyah, al-Qahirah, in 1992 AD.

Madhahib al-Islamiyin lil-Duktir ‘Abd-al-Rahman Badawi, Dar al-‘Ilm
lil-Malayin, Bayrit, Tab‘ah thalithah, in 2008 AD.

Mudhakkirah usitl al-figh ‘ala Rawdat al-nazir, lil-Shaykh Muhammad al-
Amin al-Shinqiti, Dar ‘ata’at al-‘Ilm, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah khamisah,
in 1441 AH.

Marthiim al-‘Adl fi tafsir al-Mu‘tazilah lil-Qur’an al-Karim, lil-Duktiir
Mahmud Kamil Ahmad, Dar al-Nahdah al-‘Arabiyah, Bayrtt, in
1403 AH.

Magalat al-Islamiyin, li-Abt al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari, tahqiq Muhammad
Muhy1 al-Din ‘Abd-al-Hamid, Dar al-hadathah, Bayrat, Tab‘ah
thantyah, in 1405 AH.

al-Muhit bi-al-Taklif, 1il-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-Hamadhani, tahqiq ‘Umar
‘Azmi, al-Dar al-MisrTyah lil-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah, al-Qahirah,
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(D.T)).

al-Mukhtasar fT ustl al-Din, 1il-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-Hamadhani, dimna Kitab
Rasa’il al-‘Adl wa-al-tawhid, tahqiq al-Duktar Muhammad
‘Imarah, Dar al-Shuriiq, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1408 AH.

al-Mukhtasar f1 usal al-figh, li-lbn al-Lahham ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abbas al-Ba‘li, tahqiq al-Duktir Muhammad
mzhrbqa, Jami‘at al-Malik ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, (D.T.).

al-Mahsiil, li-Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Hasan al-Razi, al-Nashir
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, in 1418 AH.

al-Mu‘tazilah, 1zhdy Jar Allah, al-Mu’assasah al-‘ Arabiyah lil-Dirasat wa-
al-Nashr, Bayriit, Tab‘ah sadisah 1410AH.

al-Mu‘tazilah, lil-Duktir Muhammad al-Fayyami, Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi,
al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah l4, in 1423 AH.

al-Mu‘tazilah Fursan ‘ilm al-kalam, lil-Duktar ‘Isam al-Din Muhammad
‘Al1, Munsha’at al-Ma‘arif, al-Iskandariyah, in 1997 AD.

al-Mu‘tazilah wa-ustilihim al-khamsah, lil-Duktir ‘Awwad al-Mu‘tiq,
Maktabat al-Rushd, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1416 AH.

al-Mu‘tazilah ~ wa-mushkilat  al-hurriyah  al-Insaniyah, lil-Duktir
Muhammad ‘Imarah, Dar al-Shuriiq, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah thaniyah,
in 1408 AH.

al-Mu‘tamad fi usal al-figh, li-Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn al-Tayyib al-
Mu‘tazili, qaddama la-hu wa-dabatahu al-Shaykh Khalil al-Mays,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyah, Bayriit, Tab‘ah tla, in 1403 AH.

Mu‘jam magqalid al-‘Ultm fT al-hudid wa-al-rustm, li-‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyati, tahqiq al-Duktir Muhammad ‘Ubadah,
Maktabat al-Adab, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah il4, in 1424 AH.

al-Mu‘jam al-falsafi, lil-Duktiir Jamil Saliba, al-Sharikah al-‘Alamiyah
lil-Kitab, Bayrit, Tab‘ah Tla, in 1414 AH.

al-Ma‘tinah fi al-jadal, li-Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali ibn Yasuf al-Firtizabadi al-
ma‘raf balshyrazy, tahqiq al-Duktiir ‘AlT al-‘Umayrini, al-Nashir:
Jam‘Tyat Ihya’ al-Turath al-Islami, al-Kuwayt, al-Tab‘ah: al-ala, in
1407 AH.

al-Mughni fi abwab al-tawhid wa-al-‘adl, lil-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-
Hamadhani, al-juz’ al-khamis, tahqiq Mahmid al-Khudayri, al-Dar
al-Misriyah lil-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah, al-Qahirah, (D.T.), wa-al-
Juz’ al-sadis, tahqiq al-Duktir Ahmad al-Ahwani, al-Sharikah al-
‘Arabiyah lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah @4, in 1382
AH. wa-al-juz’ al-hadi ‘ashar, tahqiq Muhammad al-Najjar
wzmylh, Matba‘at ‘Isa al-Babi al-Halabi, al-Qahirah, (D.T.), wa-
al-Juz’ al-Thani ‘ashar, tahqiq al-Duktar Ibrahim Madkar, al-
Sharikah al-Misriyah al-‘Ammah lil-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah wa-al-
Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr, (D.T.), wa-al-juz’ al-thalith ‘ashar, tahqiq al-
Duktiir Abui al-‘Ala’ ‘Afifi, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, 1383 AH,
wa-al-juz’ al-rabi‘ ‘ashar, tahqiq Mustafd al-Saqqa, Matba‘at ‘Tsa
al-Babi al-Halabi, in 1385 AH.
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Miftah Dar al-Sa‘adah wa-manshtur Wilayat ahl al-‘Ilm wa-al-iradah, li-
Ibn al-Qayyim, kharraja ahadithahu ‘Ali Hasan ‘Abd-al-Hamid,
Dar Ibn ‘Affan, al-Khubar, Tab‘ah ila, in 1416 AH.

al-Magqalat, 1i-Abit al-Qasim al-Balkhi, tahqiq al-Dukttr Husayn khansw,
Dar al-Fath, ‘Amman, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1442 AH.

Makanat al-tamthil f al-Fikr al-Islami, lil-Duktir Mas‘td lbywd, Majallat
Dirasat fi al-‘Ulim al-Insaniyah wa-al-Ijtima‘tyah, Jami‘at al-
Jaza’ir, ‘A 31, mujallad 17, in 2017 AD

al-Milal wa-al-nihal, li-Ab1 al-Fath, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd-al-Karim al-
Shahrastani, tahqiq ‘bdal’'myr Muhanna wa-sahibih, Tab‘ah Dar
al-Ma‘rifah, Bayrat, Tab‘ah Gl4, in 1410 AH.

Minh3j al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah, li-Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah,
tahqiq al-Duktir Muhammad Rashad Salim, Maktabat Ibn
Taymiyah, al-Qahirah, Tab‘ah thaniyah, in 1409 AH.

Manhaj ahl al-Sunnah wa-al-jama‘ah wa-manhaj al-Asha‘irah fi Tawhid
Allah ta‘ala, li-Khalid ibn Latif ibn Muhammad Niir, Maktabat al-
Ghuraba’ al-Athartyah, al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, Tab‘ah la,
in 1416 AH.

al-Munyah wa-al-amal, lil-Qadi1 ‘bdaljbar almdhany, jama‘ahu Ahmad ibn
Yahya al-Murtadd, qaddama la-hu wa-haqqaqahu wa-‘allaga
‘alayhi al-Dukttr ‘Isam al-Din Muhammad °Al1, al-Nashir Dar al-
Ma‘rifah al-Jami‘tyah, al-Iskandariyah, in 1985 AD.

al-Mawagqif, 1‘'bdalrhmn ibn Ahmad al-Iji, dabatahu wa-‘allaqa ‘alayhi al-
Duktir ‘Abd-al-Rahman ‘Umayrah, Dar al-Jil, Bayrit, Tab‘ah ala,
in 1417 AH.

Nazariyat al-taklif: Ara’ al-Qadi ‘bdaljbar al-kalamiyah, lil-Duktir ‘Abd-
al-Karim ‘Uthman, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayrut, in 1971 AD.

Nihayat al-iqgdam f1 ‘ilm al-kalam, 1°bdalkrym al-Shahrastani, harrarahu
wa-sahhahahu al-fard hywm, Maktabat al-Thaqgafah al-dintyah, al-
Qahirah, (D.T.).

al-Nubuwat, li-Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, tahqiq al-Duktir ‘Abd-al-
‘Aziz al-Tuwayyan, Adwa’ al-Salaf, al-Riyad, Tab‘ah ala, in
1420AH.

Wafayat al-a‘yan w’nba’ abna’ al-Zaman, li-Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khallikan, tahqiq al-Duktiir IThsan ‘Abbas, Dar Sadir, Bayriit,
Tab‘ah @il4, in 1972 AD.
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