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Ibn Kathir's Judgment of Strange Sayings in His Tafsir: A Comparative

Interpretive Study

Dr Waleed Bin Hazam Al-Shaiban

Department of the Quran and Islamic Sciences — College of Fundamentals of

Religion

Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic university
Abstract

This study examines the meaning of the term strange "gharib" as used by Ibn

Kathir in his tafsir (Quranic commentary). The study covers the contexts and
intentions behind Ibn Kathir's use of this term and compares his interpretations
with those of other scholars.

Obijectives

1. To determine the intended meaning of Ibn Kathir's use of the term strange in
his tafsir.

2. To identify and analyze the Quranic interpretations that Ibn Kathir labeled as
strange.

Methodology

The study employs an inductive, analytical, and comparative approach, which

involves the following steps:

1. Collecting tafsir statements labeled that Ibn Kathir labeled as strange.

2. Categorizing these statements into tafsir-related categories and arranging
them according to Quranic surats.

3. Analyzing these statements alongside those of other tafsir scholars and
authors, comparing them to Ibn Kathir's views.

4. Consulting authentic sources of tafsir and language books relevant to the
topic.

5. Employing scholarly citation practices in attributing statements and
authenticating the Quranic verses and hadiths mentioned in the study.

Key Findings

1. The term strange has multiple interpretations and broad connotations. Ibn
Kathir applied the label strange to certain narrations and interpretations in his
tafsir. Sometimes, he used it in the sense of the hadith scholars, indicating
strangeness in its transmission. Other times, he employed it to convey the
interpretation's remoteness in meaning, its rejection, or its lack of credibility.

2. Ibn Kathir's classification of interpretations as strange interpretation falls into
two categories: those with explanations and commentary, and those labeled as
strange without explanation or commentary.

3. In the category with explanations and commentary, nine examples of lbn
Kathir's strange interpretations were identified. His judgment was correct in
eight of these examples, while he erred in one. In the category without
explanations or commentary, eleven examples were identified, and lbn
Kathir's judgment was correct in all of them.

Keywords: Judgment, Ibn Kathir, strange
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‘Alam al-Kutub — Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah: al-ala, 1407 AH.

Tabaqat al-mufassirin lldawwdy, al-mu’allif: Muhammad ibn ‘Al
ibn Ahmad, Shams al-Din al-Dawudi al-Maliki (al-mutawaffa:
945 AH), al-Nashir: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah — Bayrit, raja‘a
al-nuskhah wa-dabata a‘lamuha: Lajnat min al-‘ulama’ bi-
ishraf al-Nashir.

‘Ulim al-Qur’an al-Kartm, al-mu’allif: Nir al-Din Muhammad ‘Itr
al-Halabi, al-Nashir: Matba‘at al-Sabah — Dimashq, al-Tab‘ah:
al-ula, 1414 AH - 1993 AD.

al-‘Awasim wa-al-qawasim fT al-dhabb ‘an sanat Abi al-Qasim al-
mu’allif. Ibn al-Wazir, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali ibn
al-Murtada ibn al-Mufaddal al-Hasani al-Qasimi (al-
mutawaffa: 840 AH) haggagahu wa-kharraja ahadithahu,
w'llq ‘alayhi: Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ait al-Nashir: Mu’assasat al-
Risalah, Bayriit al-Tab‘ah: al-thalithah, 1415 AH - 1994 AD.

al-‘Ayn al-mu’allif: al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi al-Basr1 (al-
mutawaffa: 170 AH), tahqiq: D Mahdi al-Makhzimi, D
Ibrahim al-Samarra’i, al-Nashir: Dar wa-Maktabat al-Hilal.

Gharib al-hadith, al-mu’allif: Abta Sulayman Hamad ibn Muhammad
ibn Ibrahim ibn al-khitab al-Busti al-ma‘rtf balkhtaby (t 388
AH), al-muhaqqiq: ‘Abd al-Karim Ibrahim al-Gharbawi,
kharraja ahadithahu: ‘Abd al-Qayytim ‘Abd Rabb al-Nabi [t
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1441 H], al-Nashir: Dar al-Fikr — Dimashq, ‘am al-Nashr:
1402 AH - 1982 AD.

al-Fasl fi al-milal wal’hwa’ wa-al-nihal, al-mu’allif: Abu
Muhammad ‘Alf ibn Ahmad ibn Sa‘id ibn Hazm al-Andalusi
al-Qurtubi al-ZahirT (al-mutawaffa: 456 AH), al-Nashir:
Maktabat al-Khanji — al-Qahira.

Qawa‘id al-tarjih ‘inda al-mufassirin dirasah Nazariyat tatbiqiyah,
al-mu’allif: Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Husayn al-Harbi, asl al-Kitab:
Risalat majstyr-Kulltyat ustl al-Din, Jami‘at al-Imam 1415 H
bi-ishraf al-Shaykh Manna‘ al-Qattan, al-Nashir: Dar al-
Qasim —al-Sa‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah, 1429 AH - 2008
AD.

al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid al-tanzil al-mu’allif: Jar Allah
Mahmud ibn ‘Amr, al-Zamakhshari (al-mutawaffa: 538 AH),
al-Nashir: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi — Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah: al-
thalitha AH - 1407 AH.

al-Kashf wa-al-bayan ‘an tafsir al-Qur’an, al-mu’allif: Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Tha‘labi, Abiu Ishaq (al-
mutawaffa: 427 AH), tahqiq: al-Imam Abi Muhammad ibn
‘Ashiir, muraja‘at wa-tadqiq: al-Ustadh Nazir al-Sa‘idi, al-
Nashir: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Bayriit — Lubnan, al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula 1422, AH - 2002 AD.

Lubab al-nuqil 1 asbab al-nuztl, al-mu’allif: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (al-mutawaffa: 911 AH),
dabatahu wa-sahhahahu: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Shafi, al-Nashir: Dar
al-Kutub al‘lmyt-Bayrat — Lubnan.

Majmi‘ al-Fatawa al-mu’allif: Taqi al-Din Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad
ibn ‘Abd al-Halim ibn Taymiyah (al-mutawaffa: 728 AH), al-
muhaqgiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim, al-
Nashir: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif,
al-Madinah al-Nabawtyah, ‘am al-Nashr: 1416 AH - 1995 AD.

al-Muharrir al-Wajiz fi tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz al-mu’allif: Abua
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib ibn ‘Atiyah al-Andalust
al-Muharibi (al-mutawaffa: 542 AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Salam
‘Abd al-Shafi Muhammad, al-Nashir: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘[lmiyah — Bayrat, al-Tab‘ah: al-ula-1422 AH.

al-Muhkam wa-al-Muhit al-A‘zam al-mu’allif: ‘Ali ibn Isma‘il ibn
sydh al-mutawaffa (458 AH), al-muhaqqiq: ‘Abd al-Hamid
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Hindawi, al-Nashir: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah — Bayrut, al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1421 AH - 2000 AD.

al-Muhtt fi al-lughah, al-mu’allif: Isma‘il ibn ‘Abbad ibn al-‘Abbas,
Abt al-Qasim al-Talgani, al-mashhur balsahb ibn ‘Abbad (al-
mutawaffa: 385 AH), tahqiq: al-Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Al
Yasin, Dar al-Nashr: ‘Alam al-Kutub-Bayrtit / Lubnan-al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1414 AH - 1994 AD.

Mukhtar al-sihah al-mu’allif: Zayn al-Din Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr
al-Hanafi al-Razi (al-mutawaffd: 666 AH), al-muhaqqiq:
Yusuf al-Shaykh Muhammad, al-Nashir: al-Maktabah al-
‘Asriya AH - al-Dar al-Namiidhajiyah, Bayrit — Sayda, al-
Tab‘ah: al-khamisah, 1420 AH - 1999 AD.

Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal al-mu’allif: Abu ‘Abd Allah
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal ibn Hilal ibn Asad al-
Shaybani (al-mutawaffa: 241 AH), tahqiq: Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at
wa-akhartin, bi-ishraf: D ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-
Turki, al-Nashir: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, al-Tab‘ah: al-ula,
1421 AH - 2001 AD.

al-Musnad al-sahth (Sahih Muslim) al-mu’allif: Muslim ibn al-
Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Nisabari (al-mutawaffa: 261 AH), al-
muhaqgiq: Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, al-Nashir: Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi — Bayrat. (D.T.)

al-Misbah al-munir fi Gharib al-sharh al-kabir, al-mu’allif: Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Alf al-Fayytimi thumma al-Hamaw1, Abt
al-‘Abbas (al-mutawaffa: Nahwa 770 AH), al-Nashir: al-
Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyah — Bayriit.

Mustalahu "algharibi" qra’tun fi Kitab "ghara’b alttafsiri wa‘aja’ib
altta’wyli" llshshaykhi al-Imam burhani alddyni Ab1 algasmi
Mahmid ibn hmzta ibn nsri alSarmani (t nhw535 AH), lil-
Ghazzalt Muhammad Husayn, Majallat Kulliyat al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah bi-al-Mintfiyah, Jami‘at al-Azhar al-mujallad 35,
al-‘adad 2, 1442 AH, Disimbir 2020 AD.

Ma‘ajim Gharib al-hadith al-athar wa-al-istishhad bi-al-Hadith fT al-
lughah wa-al-nahw, Sayyid Sharqawi, s19, Maktabat al-
Khanji, al-Qahirah, al-Tab‘ah: al-tula, 1409 AH, 2001 AD.

Ma‘alim al-tanzil f1 tafsir al-Qur’an = tafsir al-Baghawt, al-mu’allif:
Muhyt al-Sunnah, Abt Muhammad al-Husayn ibn Mas‘td ibn
Muhammad ibn al-Farra’ al-Baghawi al-Shafi‘T (al-
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mutawaffa: 510 AH), al-muhaqqgiq: ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdj,
al-Nashir: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi-byrwt, al-Tab‘ah: al-
ala, 1420 AH.

Ma‘ani al-Qur’an al-mu’allif: Abii Zakariya Yahya ibn Ziyad ibn
manzir al-Daylami al-Farra’ (al-mutawaffa: 207 AH),
almhqggwn: Ahmad Yisuf alnjaty, Muhammad °Ali al-Najjar,
‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il al-Shalabi, al-Nashir: Dar al-Misriyah
lil-Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah — Misr, al-Tab‘ah: al-tla.

Ma‘ani al-Qur’an wa-i‘rabuh al-mu’allif: Ibrahim ibn Sahl, Abi
Ishaq al-Zajjaj (al-mutawaffa: 311 AH) ‘Alam al-Kutub —
Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-ula 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

Mu‘jam al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-mu‘asirah, al-mu’allif: D Ahmad
Mukhtar ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Umar (al-mutawaffa: 1424 AH) bi-
musa‘adat fariq ‘amal, al-Nashir: ‘Alam al-Kutub, al-Tab‘ah:
al-ula, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.

al-Mu‘jam al-Mukhtass balmhdthyn, al-mu’allif: Shams al-Din Aba
‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman ibn qaymaz
al-Dhahabi (t 748 AH), tahqiq: D. Muhammad al-Habib al-
Hilah, al-Nashir: Maktabat al-Siddiq, al-Ta’if, al-Tab‘ah: al-
ala, 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

al-Mu‘jam al-Wastt, al-mu’allif: Majma“ al-lughah al-‘ Arabiyah bi-
al-Qahirah, (Ibrahim Mustafa, Ahmad al-Zayyat, Hamid ‘Abd
al-Qadir, Muhammad al-Najjar), al-Nashir: Dar al-Da‘wa AH.

Mu‘jam mufradat alfaz al-Qur’an, al-Raghib al-Asfahani: Aba al-
Qasim al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (t: 502 AH), tahqiq: Ibrahim
Shams al-Din, al-Nashir: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, sanat al-
Nashr 1425 AH - 2004 AD.

Mu‘jam Maqayis al-lughah al-mu’allif: Ahmad ibn Faris ibn
Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi (al-mutawaffa: 395 AH), al-
muhaqqgiq: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Haran, al-Nashir: Dar
al-Fikr 1979 AD.

Ma‘rifat anwa‘ ‘ulum al-hadith, wyu‘rf bi-mugaddimah Ibn al-
Salah, al-mu’allif: ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, abw‘mrw,
Taqi al-Din al-ma‘raf bi-lbn al-Salah (t 643 AH), al-
muhaqqiq: Nir al-Din ‘Itr, al-Nashir: Dar alfkr-Siiriya, Dar al-
Fikr al-mu‘asir — Bayrit, sanat al-Nashr: 1406 AH - 1986 AD.

Mafatih al-ghayb (al-tafsir al-kabir) al-mu’allif: Fakhr al-Din
Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Razi (al-mutawaffa: 606 AH), al-
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Nashir: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi-Bayrat al-Tab‘ah: al-
thalitha AH - 1420 AH.

Min Balaghat al-Qur’an, al-mu’allif: Ahmad Ahmad ‘Abd Allah al-
Biyali al-Badawi (t 1384 AH), al-Nashir: nhdh Misr — al-
Qahirah, ‘am al-Nashr: 2005 AD.

Manahil al-‘Irfan f ‘ulim al-Qur’an, al-mu’allif: Muhammad ‘Abd
al-‘Azim alzzurgany (t 1367 AH), al-Nashir: Matba‘at ‘Is4 al-
Babi1 al-Halabi wa-Shurakah, al-Tab‘ah: al-Tab‘ah al-thalitha.

Manhaj Ibn Kathir f1 al-tafstr, Sulayman ibn Ibrahim al-Lahim, Dar
al-Muslim lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, al-Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1999M
1420 AH.

al-Nukat wa-al-‘uyiin al-mu’allif. Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Habib al-Mawardi (al-mutawaffa: 450 AH),
al-muhaqqgiq: al-Sayyid Ibn ‘Abd al-Magsud ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahim, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya AH - Bayriit-Lubnan. (D.T.)

al-Hidayah ild Buliigh al-nihayah fi ‘ilm ma‘ani al-Qur’an wa-
tafsiruh, wa-ahkamuhu, wa-jumal min Funtin ‘ulimuhu, al-
mu’allif: Abii Muhammad Makki ibn Ab1 Talib al-Qayst al-
Qayrawani thumma al-Andalusi al-Maliki (al-mutawaffa: 437
AH), al-muhaqgig: majmt‘ah Rasa’il jam‘yt-Jami‘at al-
Shariqah, bi-ishraf U. D: al-Shahid al-Baishaykhi, al-Nashir:
majmi‘ah Buhiith al-Kitab wa-al-sunna AH - Jami‘at al-
Sharigah, al-Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.
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